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Our mission is to advance just solutions that 
support Black communities’ ability to combat 
environmental threats to quality of life, food, 
environment/place, and climate. 

The Black Environmental Collective is an authentic 
space where a network of leaders can quickly, 
empathetically, and responsibly respond to the 
needs of Black populations as environmental 
emergencies persist and arise.

Since 2018, we have been committed 
to acknowledging and acting on the need 
to address systemic root causes of 
environmental discrimination and creating effective 
solutions.
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Why do we exist?

Express the urgency for ALL sectors 
(government, nonprofits, businesses, etc.) to 
focus on:
• balancing people and the planet with profits

• advocating around a shared vision for 
environmental justice on behalf of Black 
people

• Reclaiming sociopolitical agenda
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Environmental Justice Movement ≠ Sustainability Sector



Shared 
Definitions

• What is the sustainability 
sector? – affiliations and 
connections, money, political 
agenda, institutions, etc.

• What is the movement? -
grassroots, people, history, 
cultural relevance
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Sustainability Sector, representing 3% of the global economy, is the branch of society that comprises all establishments and institutions, both from the private and public sector, engaged in promoting sustainable goals related to human needs, responsible living and environment protection

The EJ movement is an inter-generational, multi-racial and international movement that promotes environmental, economic and social justice by recognizing the direct link between economic, environmental and health issues and demanding a safe, clean community and workplace environment.  Environmental Justice refers to those cultural norms and values, rules, regulations, behaviors, policies, and decisions to support sustainability, where all people can hold with confidence that their community and natural environment is safe and productive.




Beginnings of a 
movement
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1960’s

Delano Grape 
Strike

1967

TSU Riot

1968

NYC sewage 
treatment plant

1982

North Carolina 
PCB Protest

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

In the early 1960s, Latino farm workers led by Cesar Chavez fought for workplace rights, including protection from harmful pesticides in the farm fields of California's San Joaquin Valley. 

The event labeled as the Houston Riot occurred on the Texas Southern University (TSU) campus in Houston, Texas in 1967. As with many other civil disturbances during the 1960s, underlying racial resentments prior to the event finally reached a tipping point.  In this instance, however, much of the anger was directed at the TSU students and came from Houston police officers and thus should be labeled a police riot.
Tensions between the Houston police and TSU students arose from the circumstances surrounding the death of 11-year-old Victor George who had drowned in a garbage-filled pond at Houston’s Holmes Road Dump on May 8, 1967. Many of these dumps were located in black majority neighborhoods because city had routinely and purposely arranged for these landfills to be in segregated parts of town.

On May 15th students attending TSU and other local universities along with environmental activists staged a sit-in in front of Holmes Road Dump’s entrance in an attempt to force the city to shut down the dump.

The North Carolina PCB Protest of 1982 was a nonviolent, activist movement in Warren County, North Carolina, a predominantly black community that was selected by the state for the disposal of soil laced with PCBs, which then leaked into the local water supply.  Warren County was known as one of the poorest counties in the nation, with African Americans making up 65% of the population,[1] and 25% of residents living in poverty.[6]

Giving regards and acknowledging other movements and their struggles in Flint Michigan, Dakota Access Pipeline, Louisiana’s Cancer Alley and more…
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Additional 
political 
barriers

• 1865 land seizures and slave sharecropping debts
• National Housing Act of 1934 (‘Redlining’)
• Recidivism restrictions

University of Maine

Pillars of Sustainability

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Land seizures: from 1865 on Blacks could have their land seized to pay sharecropping debts or simply because white landowners declared that Black farmers or businesses were in debt.  Generations of wealth lost due to inability to earn income and grow food to eat (environment)

1934: Policies under this law guaranteed federally-backed loans to whites and legally refused loans to Blacks and anyone else who chose to live in or near Black neighborhoods.  Preventing generations from building equity and weakening their ability to save for future needs.

Recidivism: When released from jail or prison, people face over 48,000 sperate restrictions known as collateral consequences; since Blacks are 10 times as likely to be arrested, they are more likely to fall into hunger, get a job, or access benefits



Beginnings of 
sustainability 

1962

Silent spring 
publication

1969

National 
Environmental 
Policy Act

1970

First Earth Day

1981

World Health 
Assembly
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring was published in 1962.  Many consider the book’s release a turning point in our understanding of the interconnections among the environment, the economy and social well-being.

National Environmental Policy Act is passed in the United States, making it one of the first countries to establish a national legislative framework to protect the environment. The law sets the basis for environmental impact assessment in the world.

1970 First Earth Day held as a national teach-in on the environment. An estimated 20 million people participate in peaceful demonstrations across the United States.  Fun fact, The 9th Street bridge was renamed after Rachel Carson on Earth Day, April 22, 2006

1981 World Health Assembly unanimously adopts the Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000, which affirms that the major social goal of governments should be for all peoples to attain a level of health that would permit them to lead socially and economically productive lives. 



What sets them apart? 

Movement has the people and experiences 
that validate the sectors purpose.  

It needs to have credible, authentic, 
dependable, willing ties to the sector

Sector involves profit/resources and is 
needed to address justice
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Interconnectedness 
of both ideologies

• Sector must be informed by and must 
listen to the movement 

• Sector is needed to address justice 
• Movement must be strategically 

aligned with the sector
• Movement must have equal access to 

decision-making processes

BLACK ENVIRONMENTAL COLLECTIVE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This diagram shows how housing, health, transportation, environment and other factors interact in creating sustainable and equitable communities.



A few facts

• Yale program on Climate Change 
communication in 2020 suggests 
that people of color in the U.S. 
(Hispanics/Latinos, African 
Americans, and other non-White 
racial/ethnic groups) are more 
concerned than Whites about 
climate change.

• Hispanics/Latinos (69%) and 
African Americans (57%) are more 
likely to be Alarmed or Concerned 
about global warming than are 
Whites (49%). 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In contrast, Whites are more likely to be Doubtful or Dismissive (27%) than are Hispanics/Latinos (11%) or African Americans (12%).
Intangible and inaccessible to vulnerable communities

If people of color are more concerned about climate change than white people, why is the interest in climate and the sustainability sector so white?

“The white response to climate change is literally suffocating to people of color; sucking up all the oxygen in the room and devoting resources toward appeasing the dominant group.  How can we make sure that climate anxiety is harnessed for climate justice?” - Sarah Jaquette Ray







Sustainable 
solutions for whom?
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Recently on 
Twitter…

https://twitter.com/i/status/1482176741057650694
https://twitter.com/i/status/1486119966797709313
https://twitter.com/GreenpeaceUK/status/1488127194333339651?s=20&t=YSze_q3BkytTPO0TAY49NQ


Effects of environmental injustice:
How expensive is poverty?

• At the mercy of systems and institutions
• Lack of generational access creates setbacks (i.e. generational wealth, 

poor housing stock, etc.)
• Declining quality of life
• Victim of all Ism’s: racism, sexism, classism
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Good ol’ Pittsburgh facts

• COVID19 and Vaccine equity
• Water & other utilities are a 

burden to Pittsburgh residents 
• Clean air is a right not a privilege

• Pittsburgh Toxic Ten

• Racism is a critical public health 
and environmental justice issue

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
According to the Black Equity Coalition Data group, as of March 2021, Black residents represent 9.4% of partially vaccinated population and 6.8% of fully vaccinated population; less than equitable rate considering high concentration of Black population in frontline jobs such as healthcare, who should’ve been prioritized

Due to Affordability + crumbling infrastructure and more, Water and other utilities are a burden to Pittsburgh residents
Pittsburgh’s drinking water has been contaminated with lead since at least 2016
Violating the Lead and Copper Rule with lead levels above the federal action limit
80% of PGH water systems had detectable lead levels in their drinking water in 2019
Clean air is a right not  a privilege
Research found that Allegheny County ranks in the top 2% of counties for cancer risk from pollution.
Much of the industrial air pollution in Pittsburgh’s Allegheny County comes from just 10 industrial facilities that are responsible for 83% of the toxic air pollution reported by industry in the region--They’re known as the Pittsburgh Toxic Ten.
Racism is a public health crisis
2019 gender equity report revealing staggering health and economic outcomes across race and gender in Pittsburgh




What to do? 

BLACK ENVIRONMENTAL COLLECTIVE



Be an asset to the movement

• Ask yourself “Who am I?” and “How am I connected to the Movement?”
• Culturally relevant theory & radical design
• Empathy
• Equality, equity, and justice
• Deepened stance on co-conspiratorship
• Intentionality
• Listen, honor, and reflect stories and experiences
• Removal of whiteness - letting ”otherness” lead
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For our people, protecting the environment surpasses the issue of preserving lands, livelihoods, wildlife, and water. 
There is a spiritual and religious component unique to Indigenous environmentalism since many of our ancestral and traditional practices are tied to the natural world.




Be a great global citizen & fellow human

• Advocate for equitable development in historically excluded 
communities

• Educate and familiarize yourself with the reality of others
• Engage + elevate your Black allies/co-conspirators

• Black Environmental Collective
• Black Equity Coalition
• Black Appalachian Coalition
• Casa San Jose

• Join a movement!
• Use your privilege for the advancement of other spaces
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Just solutions not just solutions..
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Environmental sustainability is not just about engineering new solutions, building clean energy infrastructure and recycling consumer goods. Environmental sustainability is about creating systems that work for everyone, systems that foster growth and health, and systems that preserve both the natural environment and the communities that characterize this world as the beautiful thing it has the potential to be

“Everything that we need for our survival and well-being depends either directly or indirectly on our natural environment. Sustainability creates and maintains the conditions under which humans and nature can exist in productive harmony, [conditions] that permit fulfilling the social, economic and other requirements of present and future generations.” – EPA, 2013 


A MITASC story contributed by Natalie Northrup

https://environmentalsolutions.mit.edu/news/environmental-justice-how-sustainability-is-about-more-than-just-the-planet/




@BlkandGreenPGH

The Black Environmental Collective

Blackenvironmentalcollective.org

Thank You!

http://www.blackenvironmentalcollective.org/
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