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Strategies for  
Graduate Writing Success 

Graduate students need genre-focused training to successfully communicate their research.  

Course Design 
Our goal was to demystify academic writing to help graduate students clearly 
communicate research in their specific fields.  

Lessons Learned 
Writing in the disciplines is improved by integrating genre analysis.  
 

• Students articulated field-specific expectations across genres 

• Practice led to transferable learning principles and increased confidence  

• Writing became more targeted and focused for specific audiences 

• Students demonstrated a more robust disciplinary lexicon 

 
Testimonials 
“Very useful course. The in-class workshops and assignments helped to understand in 
practice how to apply the writing strategies learned in the class.” 

“I liked the workshop during the class and the emphasis on practice.” 

 

 

Evaluation 
Students’ final projects were evaluated according to recognition of and adherence to 
genre guidelines in their specific disciplines.  

Depending on audience and field, this abstract may be confusing for 
the following reasons:  
 
1) Starting with the contribution, or new research, does not give 

readers context to understand the general topic or territory. 
 

2) The main focus of the research, polylactic acid, is not fully 
explained—readers may need to know what the mateiral is, why 
traditional recycling isn’t appropriate, and why PLA is desirable.  

  

Using an abstract from their fields the students analyzed the function of each 
sentence. The analyses led to categories and genre principles. These genre 
principles guided revisions and helped students adapt their writing between 
genres.  
 
Abstract: Yu, P.H., et al. “Conversion of Food Industrial Wastes into Bioplastics.” Applied 
Biotechnology and Biotechnology. Humana Press, 1998. 

 
Here, the student has provided helpful context to frame the new research.   
 
As this student is at the proposal stage, the emphasis of the abstract was not 
on results, as can be see in the published sample. So the student adapted the 
genre principles to focus on problems in the field as a way to make a case for 
why his/her research is needed.  
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Evaluations showed students felt the course was highly effective 
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