
A table is an effective method for presenting data when the precise values matter, whereas figures 
are better at illustrating general trends. Still, tables must be designed effectively.  
Consider the following tables. Which table is most effective at helping you answer the question: 

Which browser loads a new page the fastest? 

   Data Visualization: Tables and Charts

Table 2 uses formatting so the reader can read or scan the information efficiently. 
How? Just remember CAG. 

CAG - Clear, Align, Group 
• Clear non-data ink (i.e. remove gridlines, move units into the header)

• Align decimal places so the reader can easily scan your table

• Group data to highlight a trend or tell a certain “story”

Table 1 Table 2
Browser performance on  different tasks 



Why is Table 1 more difficult to read? Overall, this is something of a “data dump,” with all the data thrown at the reader. 

Let’s examine the reasons why Table 2 is more effective. 

Excessive gridlines inhibit quick 
scanning of the data

Inclusion of units within 
each cell adds excess 
information for the reader

Inconsistent numbers of 
digits after a decimal point 
makes comparison difficult

Misaligned decimal 
points make it difficult 
to compare the values

Decimal points align
Number of  
digits following the 
decimal point are 
rounded consistently

Non-data ink is cleared so 
scanning down columns is 

less inhibited

Task data are 
grouped to 
highlight a 

trend 

Units are given in task descriptions 
(cleared from cells)

You can remove gridlines by 
formatting your “borders” 

How do I remove gridlines?


