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Welcome back to the Arts Greenhouse Newsletter!

As the academic year wraps up and summer begins, Arts Greenhouse is reflecting
on an exciting season of creativity, collaboration, and community building. Arts
Greenhouse, a CMU program housed in Dietrich College, partners with CMU
students, faculty, and local middle schools to bring hands-on arts and humanities
learning opportunities to Pittsburgh youth. In May, we partnered with CMU
Linguistics students to run a workshop where middle school students simulated
intergalactic language and communication. We also celebrated a year of hands on
arts and humanities learning with the Planet Garth Exhibition, where middle school
students’ work transformed a CMU gallery space into a world entirely of their own.
Continue reading below to hear more about these events!

Have questions or want to get involved? Email Arts Greenhouse Director, Emma Fries, at efries@andrew.cmu.edu

Recent Events: Linguistics Lab!

In the beginning of May, Arts Greenhouse students teamed up with
undergraduate linguistics students of Christina Bjorndahl from Carnegie
Mellon’s Department of Philosophy for a one-of-a-kind Linguistics Lab
workshop. Led by Lou Feng, Kexin Jin, Riley Lawrence, and Thomas
Palakapilly, the workshop invited students into a brand new Planet Garth
scenario. Planet Garth is the world Northgate Middle School students
created through Arts Greenhouse’s Your World Your Rules afterschool
curriculum with Northgate School District at AHN Suburban Campus.
Throughout the spring, students imagined and designed Garth’s
environments, cultures, governments, and societies. In the workshop,
students were sent a message from life on the opposite side of Planet Garth,
but no one could understand the mysterious language and symbols. Using
patterns, a partially complete dictionary, and linguistic principles, middle
school students worked together to decipher an unfamiliar language and
decide how they wanted to communicate with the unknown life forms. Along
the way, students explored language structure, translation, and the
challenge of approaching something entirely unknown. To complete their
messages, students used calligraphy pens and ink to draft messages to send
to the other side of Garth. Thank you to Christina Bjorndahl and all of the
CMU students who created and delivered this lesson for teaching an
unforgettable workshop!
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Meanwhile, Back on Campus. .. Planet Garth Exhibition!

After a year of envisioning a new planet through the Your World, Your Rules
curriculum, our Northgate middle school students in Arts Greenhouse’s Spring 2026
after-school program had the chance to bring Planet Garth to life beyond the
classroom! Your World, Your Rules, designed civilizations on the alien world Planet
Garth with environments, governments, languages, currencies, and cultures. This
spring, students showcased their artwork, writing, maps, inventions, and artifacts in
a real gallery exhibition on CMU’s campus in the College of Fine Arts’ Ellis Gallery
from May 6 to 10. Ellis Gallery was transformed into an immersive glimpse of the
world our students had imagined together. Families, CMU students and faculty, and
community members stepped into Garth alongside the middle school student
creators themselves, making the exhibition a celebration of everything
accomplished throughout the 25-26 academic year! A huge shoutout goes to Lead
Teaching Artists Kat Kadewari and Mo Nash for bringing the exhibition to fruition
with the help of our AG interns, and a big congratulations as well to all of the middle
school students whose imagination, hard work, and passion made Planet Garth
such an incredible world to visit.
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Photos were taken by Sam Kelly Brownlee
(@sams_captured_photos on Instagram)
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Click here to subscribe to upcoming AG newsletters!
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