Welcome to the Arts Greenhouse Newsletter!

Arts Greenhouse is a Carnegie Mellon University program, housed in Dietrich College, that
collaborates with students, faculty, and local middle schools through community-engaged
arts and humanities education. This program brings creative, hands-on lessons to over
300 students across Pittsburgh through in-school, afterschool, and summer
programming. At Arts Greenhouse, we study and think about how to increase access to
hands-on educational programming. Lessons are designed by CMU students with direct
mentorship from university faculty and Pittsburgh educators. Stay tuned to see the Arts
Greenhouse journey!

Looking forward to sharing more!
Arts Greenhouse Team
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Arts Greenhouse is currently teaching after-school programming:
Your World, Your Rules!

Your World, Your Rules transforms the classroom into a hands-on, simulated
civilization where students become astronauts who crash-land on a new planet,
Garth, and are tasked with building a society that meets everyone’s basic needs.
Through units on world-building, societal structures, rights and responsibilities,
and culture, students design citizen-characters, create a 3D map, role-play
different forms of government, and collaborate to solve a fictional global crisis.
The experience culminates in a creative “museum exhibit” of archaeological
artifacts from their imagined society, bringing their world to life. Along the way,
James Wynn, a professor in the Department of English, whose expertise in
science communication and public policy helped us design thoughtful lesson
plans and navigate complex discussions around colonization and civic
structures on planet Garth. Additionally, Christina Bjorndahl, a linguistics
professor in the Department of Philosophy, and her class helped AG create a
linguistics-based lesson where students explored language creation.

YETI-ITE!

Do you want to see Garth??

Scan this QR code to RSVP and learn
more about Your World, Your Rules: A
Planet Garth Exhibition!




Congratulations to our Graduating Seniors!

Kat Kadewari, a senior in the BXA program studying art and
decision science, joined Arts Greenhouse in spring 2025 and
now serves as a Lead Teaching Artist. After graduation, she’s
hoping to work in museum public programming, focusing on
youth, families, and alternative classroom spaces! Kat’s favorite
AG moment was the puppet lesson, where the way kids defined
what humans are to their puppets. She loved how one group
zeroed in on money, pointing out the absurdity of “humans
exchanging paper for goods and services.” Her funniest memory
gets at how quickly things shift in a middle school classroom: a
simple “don’t look under the cups” turned into “do look under
the cups” after someone erased the “n’t” in don’t. Reflecting on
her time with Arts Greenhouse, Kat emphasized that she loves
creating the kind of classroom she once needed. “What | would
have liked to... hear or do in class... actually make that a reality
for other kids””

Mo Nash, a senior BFA student specializing in sculpture,
installation, and site work, joined Arts Greenhouse in spring
2024 after taking the AG course, 76-254. They are now a Lead
Teaching Artist within AG! After graduation, they’re heading to
Ox-Bow School of Art & Artists’ Residency to work as an
assistant teaching sculpture and puppetry workshops. Mo’s
favorite AG moment? The puppetry lesson, where students
didn’t just make puppets, they “brought life to them” through
full-on skits and performances. And their funniest memory
perfectly captures the chaos of teaching: when a student swore
there was a rock in their shoe and instead “a tiny little plastic
turtle fell out.” For Mo, Arts Greenhouse is about “activating the
things that you’re learning about and care about,” turning ideas
into something real and shared.

Thank you, Kat and Mo, for all the passion, time, and creativity you bring to
Arts Greenhouse!

Come to Mo’s Senior Art Show at The Frame on May 1st, from 5 pm to 9 pm!
And the 2026 Senior Exhibition: Topsoil at The Frame with Kat and Mo on
May 2 - May 8 from1lamto 4 pm!
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