
Remaking Cities Congress 
Pittsburgh, PA 
October 16-18, 2013 





It’s	  too	  late.	  



Calgary  June 20  2013 



Boulder  September 12  2013 



Alcapulco  September 16  2013 



Fraser Valley, British Columbia  
May 29 1948  



Fraser Valley near Chilliwack 

CATASTROPHE 



… Creativity’s Moment.  
 

CATASTROPHE 



Lower Mainland  
Regional Planning Board 

Established June 21, 1949 



“A Pattern for Tomorrow:  
“A Vision for Metro Vancouver                                                      

for the futuristic date of 1990.”  

1952 

“Cities in a Sea of Green” 



“A Pattern for Tomorrow:  
“A Vision for Metro Vancouver                                                      

for the futuristic date of 1990.”  

1963 

“Cities in a Sea of Green” 



1952 1973 



Constraint                               
catalysed creativity: 

•  In  how  we  lived.
•  In  how  we  moved.





Vancouverism 



A half century of                          
urban innovation. 
 

False Creek 
 



 
So … how’s it’s working out? 



A	  False	  Creek	  shows	  the	  amount	  of	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
sea-‐level	  rise	  in	  False	  Creek	  in	  100	  years	  if	  
climate	  change	  con=nues	  at	  current	  rates.	  



All human plans are 
subject to ruthless 
revision by Nature … 

 

― Arthur C. Clarke 



Calgary  June 20  2013 



Industrial Canal  New Orleans 



133	  miles	  of	  surge	  barriers,	  levees,	  
flood	  walls,	  gated	  structures	  and	  

pumping	  sta=ons.	  
$14.5	  billion	  	  	  

 



133	  miles	  of	  surge	  barriers,	  
levees,	  flood	  walls,	  gated	  
structures	  and	  pumping	  
sta=ons	  -‐	  $14.5	  billion	  of	  

hard	  structures.	  	  
	  “Taking	  the	  fight	  out	  to	  

storm	  surge.“	  
-‐	  Army	  Corps	  of	  Engineers	  

`… taking the fight out to storm surge.“ 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  Army	  Corps	  of	  Engineers	  

  



New York City   October 29 2012 



NEW YORK HARBOUR 



Alexandros Washburn, NYC 
City Planning Department’s 
chief urban designer 
 
“He had to take refuge on 
the upper floors of his 
house in Red Hook, 
Brooklyn, during Hurricane 
Sandy.” 
 
●  
 



If you change the conversation to things that 
we all care about — efficiency, not being 

wasteful, innovation, moving things forward, 
you can actually create consensus where 

there seems to be only polarization.  
 

- Andrew Revkin 



It’s	  not	  too	  late	  for	  that.	  



pricetags.wordpress.com	  
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