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84-104 A: Decision Processes in American Political Institutions 
Professor Geoff McGovern/ Tuesday and Thursday: 3-4:20PM / 9 units 

This is an interdisciplinary introduction to the study of politics and government in the United States.  It familiarizes the student with 
the basic structures and processes of American government, but moves beyond the purely descriptive into the realm of the 
analytical.  The main theoretical tools are spatial models of political decision-making, and models of collective action problems.  The 
position taken in this course is that understanding American philosophical ideas about authority, power, and freedom is as central to 
demystifying the U.S. form of democracy as is understanding how decision-making institutions function.  Thus, on one side, this 
course looks at how American political thought is infused into political institutions and society.  On the other side, it investigates 
institutional arrangements using rationalistic theories.  In addition, scientific writings at the intersection of psychology and 
economics are used to probe the possibility of gaining explanatory leverage on U.S. politics from the perspective of behavioral 
decision-making theories. 

84-310 A: International Political Economy 
Professor Daniel Hansen/ Tuesday and Thursday: 12-1:20PM / 9 units 

This course explores how political institutions, process, and actors influence economic interactions both domestically and 
internationally. During the semester, we will address two key questions: 1) how do governments collaborate to regulate, and 
stabilize, the trans-boundary flow of capital, goods, and services?; 2) what are the distributional effects of the current world 
economic order? In exploring these question from diverse theoretical lenses, we will discuss topics ranging from monetary and 
exchange rate policies, intentional trade, and global integration of production to the role of multinational corporations, social 
movements and civil society organizations, as well as institutions for corporate social responsibility, in the global economy. By the 
end of the course, students will be prepared to compare and contrast the theoretical propositions, and policy recommendations, of 
rival schools of thought. 

84-313 A: International Organizations and Law 
Professor Michelle Grisé/ Thursday: 6:30-9:20PM / 9 units 

This course provides students with a comprehensive overview of the role and function of international organizations and 
international law in global affairs. In this course, we will consider the historical development of the international legal system and 
theories and sources of international law. We will examine the dynamics of key international organizations within the United 
Nations system, the emergence of regional organizations and their role in global governance, and the relationship between 
international law and domestic law. Throughout the course, students will be asked to analyze current events through the lens of 
international law. Students will learn to read and analyze primary legal sources and gain familiarity with current research in the field. 
By the end of the course, students should be able to assess the record of international institutions in promoting international 
security, facilitating and regulating the use of emerging technologies, influencing the conduct of war, protecting human rights, and 
addressing global environmental concerns. 

84-318 A: Politics of Developing Nations 
Professor Sophie LeBlanc/ Tuesday and Thursday: 10:30-11:50AM / 9 units 

Be it on our feet, in our grocery bags or in the news, our daily lives connect us to people in the developing world. Despite such an 
intricate relationship, we tend to know very little about developing nations and their challenges beyond a common stereotype of 
poverty. What are developing nations? What is their place in the world? What challenges do those nations and their populations 
face? In this class, we will strive to answer those questions through readings of political science and political economy scholarship 
and in-class activities and discussions.   We will explore the socio-economic and political issues that developing nations face and take 
special care to practice perspective taking (i.e. we will put ourselves in specific nations' shoes and consider situations from their 



point of view). We will adopt various lenses (e.g. post colonialism, liberalism, feminism) throughout the semester to inform our 
understanding of the various positions taken by global actors. By addressing the unequal power balance between developed and 
developing nations as well as among developing nations, we will enrich our world view and understanding of major global issues, 
such as development. We will practice those skills in class through discussions and activities (you should expect very little lecturing) 
and outside of class through guided readings. Your learning in the course will be assessed through various writing assignments (take 
home exams, a final paper, weekly responses) where you will practice composing arguments based on evidence. 

84-326 A: Theories of International Relations 
Professor Madison Schramm/ Tuesday and Thursday: 9-10:20AM/ 9 units 

This course focuses on teaching the main approaches for the study of international relations. Although you will learn about some 
current international issues and about the evolution of international relations, and see how various theories would explain 
important past international events, the focus of this course is analytic rather than substantive. In other words, it will focus on 
general arguments and their underlying logic rather than on specific events and details or, for that matter, definitive answers as to 
'which side is right'. As such, this course will help you to better understand the world we live in and provide you with tools for 
analyzing various international events. It will also acquaint you with many of the frameworks frequently used by statesmen, either 
implicitly or explicitly, in order to understand the world and to make policy on various issue areas. The course will begin by analyzing 
approaches from the three main levels of analysis: the individual, domestic (liberal and non-liberal theories) and systemic 
(neorealism, etc.). It will move on to discuss approaches which focus on, for example, the effects of strategic interactions between 
states, of international institutions and of norms and of the overall 'social environment' that states live in.  The course will then 
conclude by discussing the future of international relations. 

84-369 A: Decision Science for International Relations 
Professor Baruch Fischhoff/ Tuesday and Thursday: 10:30-11:50AM / 9 units 

Decision Science looks at choices from three interrelated perspectives: analysis, characterizing decision makers' options, in terms of 
expected effects on outcomes that they value; description, characterizing decision makers' beliefs and preferences; and 
interventions, helping decision makers to choose among the options available to them or create better ones.  The course integrates 
foundational research in Decision Science with applications to international relations and politics. 

84-370 A: Global Nuclear Politics 
Professor Dani Nedal/ Tuesday and Thursday: 1:30-2:50PM / 9 units 

The taming of the atom is one of the defining features of the modern era. The awesome creative and destructive potential of 
nuclear energy has had enormous impact on great power politics, the environment, economic development, and international 
institutions. Limiting the risk of nuclear Armageddon is one of the dominant challenges in US foreign policy and global governance 
alike. In this course, we will study 1) why and how countries pursue nuclear weapons and what happens when they acquire them; 2) 
the national policies and international regimes that have been devised to curb their spread and use, while allowing for the diffusion 
of energy technology, 3) the national and transnational civil society movements that have fought to roll back the nuclear age or limit 
its harmful effects, and 4) the role of private actors such as scientists and corporations. 

84-380 A: Grand Strategy in the United States 
Professor Colin Clarke/ Monday and Wednesday: 12-1:20PM / 9 units 

This course introduces students to the concept of grand strategy in the United States, broadly defined as the combination of 
diplomatic, economic, military, and political factors used by American presidents and their administrations to advance U.S. interests 
throughout the world.  In the context of highly interdependent domestic and international politics, leaders must develop strategies 
that address a diverse range of internal, state, and non-state challenges while also dealing with the myriad challenges resulting from 
globalization, or the intersection of international politics, culture, markets, and technology.  This course will review American 
diplomatic history over the ages, with a focus on both Cold War and post- Cold War American presidencies and their respective 
approaches to defending American national security whilst also playing a role as one of the world's leading powers. The course will 
conclude with an assessment of American grand strategy over the course of the past decade and how the United States manages 



relations with rising powers like China, revanchist states like Russia, and host of near-peer and other adversaries, including Iran and 
North Korea. 

84-382 A: Conflicts in the Middle East: Iran, Iraq, and Proxy Warfare 
Professor Alma Keshavarz/ Tuesday and Thursday: 12-1:20PM / 9 units 

This class will focus on Iran in the post-1979 era, the rise of Lebanese Hezbollah, and various militia groups in Iraq as the face of new 
modes of warfare. Military institutions were traditionally built on the Clausewitzian theory of state-on-state conflict; the post-
Westphalian world produced new forms of conflict that could not have been predicted. This class will discuss the transformation of 
warfare in the Middle East with an emphasis on Iran and Iraq. Since the Iranian Revolution in 1979, Iran has changed the nature of 
conventional warfare and ushered in an era of proxy warfare. The lessons learned from the Iran-Iraq war and decades of living under 
sanctions has cultivated a regime rooted in survivability at all costs. The last four decades demonstrated Iranian endurance while 
challenging US interests in the Middle East. 

84-386 A: The Privatization of Force 
Professor Molly Dunigan/ Monday: 6:30-9:20PM / 9 units 

This course considers different forms of privatized force and security over time and across various strategic contexts, from historical 
mercenarism up to modern-day private military and security contractors. While going through the historical and modern material 
chronologically, the course considers the various issues that arise with each form of privatized force, including questions that arise 
regarding the state's monopoly on violence, legal and humanitarian issues, and civil-military relations. These range from theoretical 
concerns regarding modern definitions of the state, to practical operational-level concerns pertaining to field coordination issues 
between the military and private contractors in modern conflicts. 

84-388 A2: Concepts of War and Cyber War 
Professor Forrest Morgan/ Wednesday: 6:30-9:20PM / 6 units 

This course examines traditional theories, concepts, and practices in international relations and warfare- conventional, 
unconventional, and modern- and relates them to the emerging dynamics of cyber war. The principle concepts examined in this 
course reflect, have shaped, and continue to shape state and non-state actor behaviors and their calculations of how to prepare for 
and prosecute warfare. These include, among others, conventional and nuclear deterrence, offense-defense dynamics, first strike 
capabilities, and irregular warfare. The course will focus on theory but will leverage history, military doctrine, and cases to highlight 
the challenges of integrating cyber war into defense planning and practice. Students will be challenged to consider how the 2009 
introduction of cyberspace as a warfighting domain- in addition to land, maritime, air, and space- affects the ways that scholars and 
practitioners- operating with force structures and strategic, operational, and tactical concepts that are decades, if not centuries old- 
conceive of and practice warfare in the 21st Century.  The principle objective of this course is to introduce students to cyber war 
within the context of traditional, and emerging, concepts of armed and unarmed warfare. This course will focus on two core areas: 
1) a discussion of traditional concepts of warfare in the physical domains; and, 2) a discussion of cyber war and its intersection with 
these traditional concepts. 

84-405 A: The Future of Warfare  
Professor Colin Clarke/ Monday and Wednesday: 1:30-2:50PM / 9 units 

Warfare is constantly evolving. Long gone are the days of set-piece battles involving conventional military forces. In the 
contemporary conflict environment, hybrid actors and proxy groups wage war in an asymmetric and irregular manner, relying on 
ambiguity, strategic surprise and deception to accomplish their objectives. This course will examine new trends in warfare, from the 
onset of cyber war to the development of violent non-state actors with conventional military capabilities. Moreover, this course will 
explore the concept of the "gray zone," an area of neither declared nor undeclared hostilities where U.S. adversaries like Russia, 
China, Iran and others are gradually allocating resources. Case studies examined in this course will include Russian hybrid warfare in 
Crimea and Ukraine, Chinese cyberwarfare and information operations, Iranian sponsorship of proxy militias in Syria and Lebanon 
and a range of other emerging trends in areas such as technology, demographics, urbanization and social media, all of which are 
combining to radically alter the way wars are fought today. 


