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84-104 A: Decision Processes in American Political Institutions
Professor Geoff McGovern/ Tuesday and Thursday 3:05-4:25PM / 9 units

This is an interdisciplinary introduction to the study of politics and government in the United States. It familiarizes the 
student with the basic structures and processes of American government, but moves beyond the purely descriptive into 
the realm of the analytical. The main theoretical tools are spatial models of political decision-making, and models of 
collective action problems. The position taken in this course is that understanding American philosophical ideas about 
authority, power, and freedom is as central to demystifying the US form of democracy as is understanding how decision-
making institutions function. Thus, on one side, this course looks at how American political thought is infused into political 
institutions and society. On the other side, it investigates institutional arrangements using rationalistic theories. In 
addition, scientific writings at the intersection of psychology and economics are used to probe the possibility of gaining 
explanatory leverage on US politics from the perspective of behavioral decision-making theories.    

84-310 A: International Political Economy
Professor Daniel Hansen/ Tuesday and Thursday 1:25-2:45PM / 9 units

This course explores how political institutions, process, and actors influence economic interactions both domestically and 
internationally. During the semester, we will address two key questions: 1) How do governments collaborate to regulate, 
and stabilize, the trans-boundary flow of capital, goods, and services? 2) What are the distributional effects of the current 
world economic order? In exploring these questions from diverse theoretical lenses, we will discuss topics ranging from 
monetary and exchange rate policies, intentional trade, and global integration of production to the role of multinational 
corporations, social movements, and civil society organizations, as well as institutions for corporate social responsibility, in 
the global economy. By the end of the course, students will be prepared to compare and contrast the theoretical 
propositions, and policy recommendations, of rival schools of thought. 

84-313 A: International Organizations and Law
Professor Michelle Grisé/ Monday 7-9:50PM / 9 units

This course provides students with a comprehensive overview of the role and function of international organizations and 
international law in global affairs. In this course, we will consider the historical development of the international legal 
system and theories and sources of international law. We will examine the dynamics of key international organizations 
within the United Nations system, the emergence of regional organizations and their role in global governance, and the 
relationship between international law and domestic law. Throughout the course, students will be asked to analyze current 
events through the lens of international law. Students will learn to read and analyze primary legal sources and gain 
familiarity with current research in the field. By the end of the course, students should be able to assess the record of 
international institutions in promoting international security, facilitating and regulating the use of emerging technologies, 
influencing the conduct of war, protecting human rights, and addressing global environmental concerns. 

84-326: Theories of International Relations
Professor John Chin/ Monday and Wednesday 1:25-2:15PM / 9 units



Section A: Friday 1:25-2:15PM 
Section B: Friday 2:30-3:20PM 

This course will introduce students to major theories and debates in international relations. The first half of the course is 
dedicated to studying the theoretical traditions within the discipline. In the second half, students will study the 
implications of these theories for topics such as international political economy, contentious politics, and hegemonic war. 
The focus of this course is primarily analytic rather than substantive. In other words, it will focus on theoretical arguments 
and their underlying logic, rather than on specific events and details. As such, this course will help students to better 
understand the world we live in and provide students with the tools for analyzing various international events. By the end 
of the term, students should have the intellectual building blocks to understand, criticize, and apply these (and other) 
theories of international relations. 

84-327 A: Repression and Control in Dictatorships 
Professor Pearce Edwards/ Monday and Wednesday 11:50AM-1:10PM / 9 units 

How do dictatorships exert physical and social control over their populations through state coercion? What tools and 
institutions do they use, and what makes dictatorships' use of coercion distinct from that of democracies? Why is so much 
of the population complicit in or about, the human rights abuses which result from these control efforts? This course, 
drawing on research across social science and history, answers these questions by analyzing the institutions, processes, 
and consequences of governments' mechanisms of physical and social control. Among other topics, we will examine the 
origins of state coercion, the structure and organization of state coercion, and the cooperation of civilians and other social 
actors with coercion. Beyond physical-legal coercion, we will evaluate 'softer' forms of social control such as propaganda, 
censorship social pressure, and twenty-first-century digital strategies of information manipulation. We will also consider 
the imprint of physical and social control on the population's beliefs and behavior, both during the time they are 
subjected to coercion and the period following its end. Students will engage with these questions through (1) in-depth 
class discussions based on insights from historical and present-day dictatorships and (2) conducting original research and 
analysis of evidence. 

84-362 A: Diplomacy and Statecraft 
Professor John Chin/ Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 10:10-11AM / 9 units 

Diplomacy and statecraft are the driving forces behind foreign policy and international politics. In the first part of the 
course, students are introduced to the concepts, theories, and history of diplomacy. Students examine key cases and 
statesmen and women in great power politics from the Congress of Vienna to the present. Finally, the class surveys 
contemporary diplomatic challenges related to international security, major power relations with Russia and China, human 
rights and democracy promotion, and non-traditional transnational threats (human trafficking, global climate change). 
Both in the classroom and in writing, students are encouraged to think, act, and write like diplomats and to appreciate 
diplomacy as a vocation. Throughout the course, students build skills in foreign policy memo writing, participate in 
diplomatic role-playing simulations, build cultural intelligence, and connect diplomatic trend lines with today’s 
international headlines. 

 

 

84-369 A: Decision Science for International Relations 
Professor Baruch Fischhoff/ Tuesday and Thursday 10:10-11:30AM / 9 units 

Decision Science looks at choices from three interrelated perspectives: analysis, characterizing decision makers' options, in 
terms of expected effects on outcomes that they value; description, characterizing decision makers' beliefs and 



preferences; and interventions, helping decision makers to choose among the options available to them or create better 
ones.  The course integrates foundational research in Decision Science with applications to international relations and 
politics. 

84-380 A: US Grand Strategy 
Professor Andy Stravers/ Monday and Wednesday 3:05-4:25PM/ 9 units 

What role should the United States play in the world? Should the US solely protect its own borders or advance democracy, 
promote human rights, and contain aggressive countries?  These are questions that Americans have wrestled with 
throughout modern US history. In this class, students will learn about those arguments and engage in debate over both 
the goals of US foreign policy and the means of achieving them. This course will situate current events in the historical 
context of grand strategy during and after the Cold War, as well as a wider understanding of how countries determine 
their goals and seek to pursue them through a combination of diplomatic, economic, military, and political means. 
Students will explore the connection between domestic and foreign affairs and how all these issues relate to current US 
strategy toward a rising China, an assertive Russia, and so-called "rogue states" like Iran and North Korea. Students should 
emerge from the class with a better understanding of US grand strategy but also with a greater ability to formulate and 
communicate their own views on US strategy toward the rest of the world. 

84-388 A2: Concepts of War and Cyber War 
Professor Forrest Morgan/ Wednesday 7-9:50PM/ 6 units 

This course examines traditional theories, concepts, and practices in international relations and warfare- conventional, 
unconventional, and modern- and relates them to the emerging dynamics of cyber war. The principal concepts examined 
in this course reflect, have shaped, and continue to shape state and non-state actor behaviors and their calculations of 
how to prepare for and prosecute warfare. These include, among others, conventional and nuclear deterrence, offense-
defense dynamics, first strike capabilities, and irregular warfare. The course will focus on theory but will leverage history, 
military doctrine, and cases to highlight the challenges of integrating cyber war into defense planning and practice. 
Students will be challenged to consider how the 2009 introduction of cyberspace as a warfighting domain- in addition to 
land, maritime, air, and space- affects the ways that scholars and practitioners- operating with force structures and 
strategic, operational, and tactical concepts that are decades, if not centuries old- conceive of and practice warfare in the 
twenty-first century.  The principal objective of this course is to introduce students to cyber war within the context of 
traditional, and emerging, concepts of armed and unarmed warfare. This course will focus on two core areas: 1) a 
discussion of traditional concepts of warfare in the physical domains; and, 2) a discussion of cyber war and its intersection 
with these traditional concepts. 

84-389 A: Terrorism and Insurgency 
Professor Mark Toukan/ Tuesday and Thursday 11:50AM-1:10PM/ 9 units 

There are many forms of political violence but not all are created equal. Some, like terrorism, are a tactic while others, like 
insurgency, are a strategy. How important is it to define terrorism and insurgency? What are the differences and 
similarities between them? This course will go into depth to analyze both terrorism and insurgency and their various 
manifestations. The course will provide a historical overview of how terrorism and insurgency have evolved over time, 
while also focusing on groups, methods, ideologies and organizational structure. This course will also address methods to 
counter-terrorism and discuss US foreign policy toward terrorism. 

84-405 A: The Future of Warfare 
Professor Molly Dunigan/ Tuesday 7-9:50PM/ 9 units 



Warfare is constantly evolving. In the contemporary conflict environment, irregular actors and tactics are prominent within 
an overarching context of great power strategic competition that is in many ways reminiscent of the Cold War. Hybrid 
actors and proxy groups wage war in an asymmetric and irregular manner, relying on ambiguity, strategic surprise and 
deception to accomplish their objectives. These activities often occur within the so-called "gray zone," an area of neither 
declared nor undeclared hostilities where US adversaries like Russia, China, Iran, and others are gradually allocating 
resources. This course will examine and historically contextualize various "new" trends in warfare, including operations in 
the information environment, the development of violent non-state actors with conventional military capabilities, and 
state support of mercenary forces to achieve strategic gains without attribution. Case studies examined in this course will 
include Russian mercenary activities across the Middle East and Africa, Chinese cyberwarfare and information operations, 
Iranian sponsorship of proxy militias in Syria and Lebanon, and a range of other emerging trends in areas such as 
technology, demographics, and social media, all of which are combining to characterize the way wars are fought today. 

84-421 A: Advanced Topics in American Politics 
Professor Jonathan Cervas/ Tuesday and Thursday 1:25-2:45PM/ 9 units 

This upper-level course examines prominent classical and contemporary works in the two major subfields in American 
politics, political institutions and political behavior. This means the seminar will address topics such as Congress, 
presidency, bureaucracy, and courts, but also public opinion, elections, campaigns, political parties, and the importance of 
geography, wealth, ethnicity, gender, and religion in politics. There will be an emphasis on analyzing and appraising the 
theory, methodology, and contributions of the selected readings, and on discussing their complementarity. Intensive 
discussions and written essays are key components of the course. 


