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Alex Abdo is the litigation director of the Knight First

Amendment Institute at Columbia University. He has been

involved in the conception and litigation of most of the

Institute’s legal challenges.

His work has focused most recently on challenges to the use

of spyware to intimidate journalists, the secrecy of the Office

of Legal Counsel’s legal opinions, the digitization of mail in

jails and prisons, and the legal threats issued by social

media platforms to researchers hoping to illuminate the

influence that the platforms are having on society. He was

also involved in the Institute’s prior challenges to the

government’s system of “prepublication review,” which

requires millions of former employees of the intelligence

agencies to submit their manuscripts to government censors

prior to publication; the Institute’s groundbreaking

challenge to the constitutionality of President Trump’s

blocking of critics from his @realDonaldTrump Twitter

account; and the Institute’s and the ACLU’s challenge to the

constitutionality of the NSA’s program of “upstream

surveillance,” under which the agency scans the content of

U.S. persons’ international communications as they transit

the internet backbone inside the United States.

Prior to joining the Institute, Abdo worked for eight years at

the ACLU, where he was at the forefront of litigation relating

to NSA surveillance, encryption, anonymous speech online,

government transparency, and the post-9/11 abuse of

detainees in U.S. custody. In 2015, he argued the appeal that

resulted in the Second Circuit’s invalidation of the NSA’s

call-records program.

Abdo graduated from Yale College and Harvard Law School.

After law school, he clerked for the Honorable Barbara M.G.

Lynn, U.S. District Judge for the Northern District of Texas,
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Wikimedia Foundation v. NSA

A lawsuit challenging the NSA’s
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and for the Honorable Rosemary Barkett, U.S. Circuit Judge

for the Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit.
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FEBRUARY 6,
2020

ANALYSIS

Free Speech in Black Boxes

SEPTEMBER
15, 2018

ANALYSIS

Facebook is shaping public discourse. We
need to understand how
THE GUARDIAN

JUNE 22, 2018 The Supreme Court Takes On the Police
Use of Cellphone Records
THE NEW YORK TIMES

OCTOBER 31,
2017

Does the Warrantless Search and Seizure
of Cellphone Records Violate the Fourth
Amendment?
NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER

OCTOBER 25,
2017

Why Rely on the Fourth Amendment To Do
the Work of the First?
THE YALE LAW JOURNAL

WRITINGS & APPEARANCES
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What the Columbia Settlement Really
Means
        
AUGUST 4, 2025

A lawsuit challenging President
Trump's blocking of critics on
Twitter

Edgar v. Haines

A lawsuit challenging the
government's system of
"prepublication review"

1/16/26, 10:04 AM | Knight First Amendment Institute

https://knightcolumbia.org/bios/view/alex-abdo 2/4

https://knightcolumbia.org/content/free-speech-in-black-boxes
https://knightcolumbia.org/content/facebook-shaping-public-discourse-we-need-understand-how
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/22/opinion/carpenter-supreme-court-cellphone-records.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hW32k7x7zE0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.yalelawjournal.org/forum/why-rely-on-the-fourth-amendment-to-do-the-work-of-the-first
https://knightcolumbia.org/content/what-the-columbia-settlement-really-means
https://knightcolumbia.org/subcategory/deep-dive
https://knightcolumbia.org/content/what-the-columbia-settlement-really-means
https://knightcolumbia.org/cases/edgar-v-maguire
https://knightcolumbia.org/cases/edgar-v-maguire
https://knightcolumbia.org/cases/edgar-v-maguire


DEEP DIVE

A Free Speech View on the “Free Speech”
Executive Order
    
JANUARY 21, 2025

DEEP DIVE

Don’t Expect Mark Zuckerberg to Save
Social Media
    
JANUARY 11, 2025

DEEP DIVE

U.S. Courts Must Stop Shielding
Government Surveillance Programs from
Accountability
The NSA’s surveillance of Americans’ internet use raises serious
constitutional concerns, but the government claims a lawsuit
against the program would compromise “state secrets”
SEPTEMBER 27, 2022

ESSAYS AND SCHOLARSHIP

How the Biden Administration and
Congress Can Fix Prepublication Review:
A Roadmap for Reform
Prepublication review is a sweeping and broken system in need of
repair
MARCH 11, 2022
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