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2:30 - 5:30PM

CENTER FOR AFRICANAMERICAN URBAN STUDIES & THE ECONOMY

For more information
see www.hss.cmu.edu/cause or call 412-268-8928

WHAT’S NEXT?
The Black Potential in the Age of Obama
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A CAUSE UNDERGRADUATE INITIATIVE

Undergraduate Conference Organizers:

Brett Harris, Computer Science Major, 2011, School of Computer Science

Christipher Kamaur Streeter, Business Administration (Marketing) Major, 
2011, Tepper School of Business

Chakana Mentore, Global Studies Major/Creative Writing Minor, 2011, 
Humanities and Social Sciences

Melvin U. Udeh, Business Administration Major, 2011, Tepper School of 
Business

CAUSE
Established in 1995, CAUSE aims to link the historian’s interest in race, work, 
and economic change over time with contemporary analyses of the urban 
labor force, employment policies, and community development. The Center 
seeks to accomplish its objectives by developing programs of graduate and 
postdoctoral training, scholarly research, data collection, publications, and 
education. Through a variety of programs and activities, we are not only seek-
ing to build collaborative linkages within the university, but between Carnegie 
Mellon, the Pittsburgh metropolitan region, and the nation.

Center for Africanamerican Urban Studies and the Economy
Carnegie Mellon University

Department of History
240 Baker Hall

5000 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15213

412-268-8928
412-268-1019 (fax)

cmu-cause@andrew.cmu.edu 



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

2:30-3:00 
Reception/Refreshments

3:00 - 3:05  
Moderator - Richard Purcell - Opening Remarks and Introduction of 
Keynote Speaker

3:05-4:00
Dr. Henry Louis Taylor, Professor, Department of Urban and Regional 
Planning, and Director of Center for Urban Studies, University at Bu!alo

4:00-4:10
Break

4:10-4:30
Panelist Introductions
Film Clip (CNN Black in America)

4:30-4:50
Panel Presentations (5-10 minutes each)

Dr. Kimberly Ellis, Artist, Community Activist, and Historian

Matthew Hawkins, Doctoral Student in Administrative and Policy 
Studies, Social and Comparative Analysis in the School of Education, 
University of Pittsburgh, and, Adjunct Faculty at Carlow University

Dr. Ralph Proctor, Chief Diversity O"cer,  Community College of 
Allegheny County

Reverend Thomas Smith, Pastor, Monumental Baptist Church

4:50-5:20 
Discussion

5:20-5:30
 Wrap-up

ABOUT THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr. Henry Louis Taylor, Jr.

Professor Henry Louis Taylor, Jr., is one of the 
nation’s leading authorities on distressed 
urban communities and inner city develop-
ment. A historian and urban planner, this 
internationally known scholar is a full profes-
sor in the Department of Urban and Regional 
Planning at the University at Bu!alo.  He is 
coordinator of the Department’s Community 
Development and Urban Management Spe-

cialization and is the founding director of the University at Bu!alo Center for 
Urban Studies (CENTER), a research, neighborhood planning and community 
development  institute that focuses on the regeneration of distressed com-
munities.   

Taylor’s research focuses on African American urban history, Cuban Studies, 
university- community relations, tourism, and health and the built environ-
ment.  Taylor has written or edited #ve books.  He has published more than 
80 articles, book reviews, commentaries, and technical reports on urban and 
regional planning.  Taylor has appeared on ABC Nightline, and he has been 
quoted in numerous national publications, including the New York Times, 
USAToday, and Time Magazine, and has made presentations at leading univer-
sities, including the University of Pennsylvania, University of North Carolina, 
The Ohio State University, and La Universidad de la Habana.   
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CONFERENCE AIM

This event aims to bring students, faculty, sta!, and members of the larger 
Pittsburgh community together for an afternoon of discussion about the 
prospects for African American empowerment and community development 
during the emerging era of Barack Obama, the #rst United States President 
of African descent.  Dr. Henry Louis Taylor of the State University of New 
York-Bu!alo will focus on the importance of local black communities forg-
ing their own community development strategies as a means of positioning 
their communities to take advantage of urban policies that will $ow from the 
Obama administration.  A brief #lm clip and panel discussion on the same 
theme will follow.


