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Entering Responses into Text Boxes 

For best results, it is recommended you type your responses directly into the essay response 

boxes. When text is copied and pasted, it may include unseen coding to display special 

characters, such as smart (curly as opposed to straight) double or single quotes, em dash (long 

dash character instead of a double hyphen), ellipsis (three periods inserted as a single character 

instead of three typed periods), etc. When the application is saved, the browser converts any 

special characters to symbols. With each additional save, the symbols are doubled. 

This is a known problem in Internet-based applications, and is a result of browsers rendering text 

from one application (i.e. a Microsoft Word document) to another (i.e., an online application). 

Due to the sheer volume of users, any reliable fix to this problem could slow or shut the system 

down during peak periods and is therefore not a feasible option. 

If you choose the copy/paste method, here are some options we suggest to avoid experiencing 

difficulty with special characters: 

1. After pasting text, place your cursor in the essay box and hit the space key for the 

character counter to activate and determine the length of your essay. 

2. Before you move out of the essay box after text has been pasted, manually replace all 

quotations, apostrophes, dashes, etc. Save. After you save, check for symbols that may 

appear and ensure they are removed or replaced by typing in the intended character. 

3. If you are working in Microsoft Word, you can edit your text before cutting and pasting. 

First, go to Tools/AutoCorrect Options/AutoFormat As You Type and deselect all 

options. Then use the Find and Replace feature under Edit to replace quotations, 

apostrophes, dashes, etc., with new quotations, apostrophes, dashes, etc. 

4. You can also copy and paste your text into an external text editor, such as Notepad or 

SimpleText to replace the unwanted symbols before pasting the text into the application. 

Use the text editor's search and replace feature to replace all quotations, apostrophes, 

dashes, etc., with new quotations, apostrophes, dashes, etc. Then copy the text from the 

external editor into the essay box on your application. 
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Legal Residence Information 

Please enter your congressional district and legal residence information. 

The Goldwater Scholarship Foundation collects information on your legal residence – where you 

vote - to enable the Foundation to accurately report your award to your Congressional Senate and 

House members. Go to www.house.gov to find your congressional district and House member. 

You will find a search box in the upper right-hand-corner of the House of Representative’s web 

site. Enter your ZIP code to identify your U.S. Representative and Congressional District. 

All non-voting delegations such as American Samoa, District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico 

and the US. Virgin Islands should select “At Large” in the Congressional House District drop 

down menu below. 
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Career Goals/Professional Aspirations 

 

 

 

If select M.D./Ph.D., text box pops up to provide explanation 
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Research Projects and Skills 
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If answer ‘Yes’  
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If ‘Yes’ to Publications –  
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If ‘Yes’ to Presentations -  

 

 

 

Note: ‘In an 

acknowledgement’ is 

no longer a choice for 

2022 
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If answer ‘No’  

 

If have more than one research project, click on Add Another to add more 
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Mentor Recognition 
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Letter Writer Information (new for 2022) 
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Other Activities and Accomplishments 
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Recognitions 

 

 

For more click Add Another (can add up to five total) 
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Current College/University 
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If answer ‘Yes’ to Study Abroad, more boxes pop up to provide additional information -  
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Coursework 
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Previous School Attended 
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If answer ‘No’ to providing a transcript, a text box pops up to provide an explanation - 

 

‘Add Another’ as necessary (can list up to three total) 
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Future Academic Plans 
 

 

If the institution is not the same for 2022-2023 academic year, boxes pop up to provide the name of the 

school for 2022-2023 -  
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Certification and Release 
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Upload Supporting Documents 
 

Uploaded by the applicant 
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           ↑ (make sure  

           box is checked) 

If you need to delete your essay to upload a revised version, click on the trash can to remove it.   
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Research Essay Instructions 
From Student Overview page > Program Information > Research Essay Overview: 
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Review/Print/Submit Application 

 

 

When click on Send to Printer – you can print application or choose PDF (in printer dropdown box) to 

save as a PDF document (or both – you just have to do this BEFORE you Lock and Submit 

Application) 
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The above screenshot shows the Student Overview AFTER application has been submitted 

Note: the above screenshot shows UNSUBMIT APP only because I am a super student (it does not say 

this on a student application) 

 

If you need to make edits to your application, your CR can UNSUBMIT your application.  The 

screenshot below shows the view from the Student Overview after your CR has unsubmitted your 

application. 
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Supporting Documents Backpack 
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Recommenders  
 

 

 

After you submit your pre-application, here is what the Recommenders section looks like (you cannot 

make a change, your Campus Representative must do so). 
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