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As an undergrad in MSE, Alcoser worked in the laboratory 
with Professor Kris Noel Dahl to better understand how 
materials structures organize inside human cells. An image he 
created, showing osteosarcoma actin structural response to 
compression, was featured on the cover of MSE News in Fall 
2011. Alcoser won the Department’s 2011 Krivobok Brooks 
Award for Excellence in Metallography for this image. 
 Alcoser received his B.S. in Materials Science and En-
gineering with a minor in Biomedical Engineering. While at 
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Lane Martin (B.S. 2003) is in the midst of signifi cant 
life changes—both personal and professional. In July 
2012, he and his wife Sophi welcomed their son 

Stanley. Last December, Martin won the Presidential Early 
Career Award for Scientists and Engineers (PECASE), the 
highest honor bestowed by the US government on young 
science and engineering professionals. This July, Martin will 
assume a new position as Associate Professor in Materi-
als Science and Engineering at the University of California, 
Berkeley, with a co-appointment as a Faculty Scientist at 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.
 Martin, currently an Assistant Professor at the University 

of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, is 
used to entering 

unfamiliar territory. 
His leading-edge 
research focuses 
on creating new 

knowledge 
of materials 
behavior, 
as he 

works to enhance natural materials properties for specifi c ap-
plications. “I fi nd my work very exciting,” says Martin. “I look 
at where people have been before, then try to get to a new 
place. Every day, I work with a team of young people who are 
also excited and willing to push the boundaries of materials 
knowledge.”
 According to Martin, his relationship with his students 
echoes his own work with Professor Paul Salvador as a 
student at MSE. “I was fortunate that Professor Salvador 
welcomed me to his team, though I was an undergrad with 
no research experience,” says Martin. “The work I did at MSE 
on functional oxide thin fi lms still informs my research today.”
 Martin has received a number of awards for his advanced 
research, which focuses on the design, synthesis, and study 
of advanced functional materials—and includes work on 
controlling and utilizing thermal eff ects for electronic applica-
tions. In addition to the PECASE, which he will receive from 
President Barack Obama this Spring, Martin has also won 
the National Science Foundation CAREER Award (2012) 
and the Army Research Offi  ce Young Investigator Program 
Award (2010). 
 In addition to his B.S. degree from CMU, Martin earned 
an M.S. (2006) and a Ph.D. (2008) in Materials Science and 
Engineering, both from the University of California, Berkeley.

It is with sadness that we report the passing of Turi Alcoser 
(B.S. 2012) at the age of 23. Alcoser died on September 23 
in Ithaca, New York, where he was a doctoral student in 

Biomedical Engineering at Cornell University. His Ph.D. research 
was focused on growing and characterizing the biophysical 
properties of breast cancer tumor cells.
    A native of San Antonio, Texas, Alcoser fi rst came to Carnegie 
Mellon as a high school student in 2007, when he attended the 

University’s Summer Academy for Mathematics and Science (SAMS) program. 
Inspired by that experience, he enrolled in the College of Engineering as a fresh-
man in Fall 2008. “SAMS builds dreams that you would not have even thought of 
had you not come here,” Alcoser said in a July 2010 interview. “My dream was 
specifi cally research.”

In Memoriam: turi AlcoSer
Carnegie Mellon, he was part of the 
Spanish and Latin Student Associa-
tion (SALSA), former President Jared 
Cohon’s Diversity Advisory Commit-
tee, and Delta Tau Delta Fraternity. A 
recipient of fellowships through the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute, 
Alcoser was the fi rst undergraduate 
from Carnegie Mellon to give an oral 
presentation at the national Biomedi-
cal Engineering Society’s annual con-
ference. He graduated as co-author of 
four research publications under the 
direction of Professor Dahl. 

 While at Cornell, Alcoser won a Young Investigator Award 
from the Physical Sciences Oncology Network, a FASEB 
MARC Travel Award, and an Honorable Mention in the 2013 
National Science Foundation’s Graduate Research Fellow-
ship Awards. He was a Cornell Sloan Scholar.
 Turi Alcoser will be missed by the entire MSE community. 
We extend our most sincere condolences to his family for the 
loss of this promising young man. 
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