Red rover, red rover

. William “Red” Whittaker builds his rover to drive
itself over the California and Nevada deserts.
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Foreign- born professors
:come and stay at CMU

by James Teﬂow
Sta,ﬁﬁavrirer '

Carneg1e Melion Umvers1ty draws

-+ its 'pool of ralent from all over. the -

world, - Many of the most well-
‘knowii d"‘respected professors: at
“the University. are originally from &

foreign country. These professors .

have been drawn' to-CMU and.stay
here to in_pursuit of a- cédreer in
‘America’s academic community.

Accordmg to: Rupert Croft, an’
assistant professor of physics who

) spec1a11zes in astrophysics, ‘what
made him leave ‘the UK. 'was a job
offer in America.

I came to. the u.s. about elght

years ago. _I .
-didn’t come
-straight. - to:.

CMUL AL f1rst 1.
came . because
there were
imore jobs here
than in the UK,”
he - said. . “
applied every-
where in the
world, and
received two job
offers: one in Copenhagen and one
from Ohio State, 1 came here
Wbecause I thought the U.S. would be
dnore fun.”

" Croft said that one of the greatest
‘advantages to teachmg at CMU was
that it was easier for him to feel
dccepted here than in many
‘European countries, and that job
‘advancement and salaries were dif-

Svivia BoRZUTZKY

ferent here. _ :

Croft talked about the professmn—
al- differences. between uiiversities
in. Eufope’ and- in the US He said

“tHat the imiversities: ‘in England
judge people more on Wwhé ‘they
know rather than on their hard work
and accomphshments He also relat-
ed -a difference in the job market.

“There are more jobs available here
because more people go to-universi-
ty here than in the U.K.,” said Croft.

- “Also, salaries here ate about 50 per-

cent higher than the1r equlvalent in
the UK." :

Croft also said there was a differ-
ence in the way CMU studsnts acted

- compared to universities in the UK,

“Students [here] take thlngs very
ser1ously in CMU and in the U, S.
in general. In the UK, students go
drinking a lot, stufflike that .when

- I'was astudent, we used to do a lot of

stupid things,” he said. Croft also

- appreciated the diversity on campus.

“T-also like the variety of students
in my classes — you have people
with purple hair sitting next to the
typical computer geeks,” he said.

Croft, who plans to stay here and
hire a post-doctoral student, also
enjoys the grant money he receives
from the. University. When he first
arrived, Croft received a grant to
build a Beowulf cluster, which has
the computing capability approach-
ing that of a supercomputer bur is
cheaper. He now uses the cluster for
his research in astrophysics.

“In the U.S., you have everything

See AMFRICA, page A4

I'CM U’s history of heists f

. two locally-based banks. There are

Starbucks

by Andre'w Johnson
Editor-in-Chief

Starbucks Coffee has purchased a
priine piece of real estate on the cor-
ner. of Forbes Avenue and Craig
Street. Craig Street has a large local
business . population, including a
popular Chinese restaurant, a video
store,.a comics shop, and two coffee-.
houses. The block between Fifth
Avenue and Forbes Avenue has just
one national chain, Subway, and

34 Starbucks retail stores within 20
miles of Oakland. Bonnie Elster, dis-
trict manager for Starbucks Coffee
Company, said via e-mail that
Starbucks examines a lot of factors
in determining where to open new
coffee houses, though she did not
specify what those are. She said that
the company spends a lot of fime lis-
tening to consumers, such as
through their Starbucks hotline, The
new 1749-square-foot location fea-
rures' antique architecture and
stained glass windows. It is across
the street from Kiva Han, a coffee
shop and shares the block with Craig
Street Coffee, a coffee shop, and
eatery ‘The patrons of Kiva Han say
they. enjoy the place because the
atmosphere is relaxed, and suitable
for studying. -

“Thé coffee is actualiy ternble but
the atmosphere isnice and the sand-
wiches are good,” said Ian Blecher, a
graduate student’ 6f philosophy at
the University of Pirtsburgh, adding .
that he also does not dig sterile cor-
porate environments.. His comparn-
ion, Sam Arnold, also a Pitt philoso-
phy grad student said, “I come here
because they don’t care when 1 sit.
here for, four or- ﬁve hoursat a tme:
anid’ only have one coffee,” ¢
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and legend has it that there was a
time when they loaded the water
" tanks and opened up the hoses on
unsuspecting bystanders. PiKA
© brothers went into the garage one
- daylast year to discover that the bell
was missing from the top of the
~ truck. They had no idea who could
. have taken it, or how the perpetra-
© tors could have gotten in. They filed
¢ a report with campus police, and
: somehow Sigma Nu became a sus-
- pect in the investigation. This claim
-"led to an illegal search of the frater-
& nity by Campus Police. According to
Sigma Nu brother and Eminent
Commander (president) lan Kash,
“They believed we had the bell,
which wasn’t the case.... Basically,
our fire alarm was pulled as a pre-
text to look for the bell.”:
The search came up empty and
- the bell i is still missing.

-'Unwersrty Archrvrst Jennie Benford
contributed to.this report. -

i Courtesy of Hunt Library Archives
er51ry of Plttsburgh’s football goal post a

cornpet1t10n

= vegetanan fare, ‘but has branched
out to include more food for omni-
vores.

I think it would be real hard to go
head-to-head with Starbucks,” he
said, He said that Craig Street
Coffee needs to sell better sand-

competitors’ _ weaknesses
“Competition keeps you strong,’ * he
said.

ed to open in late winter,

- swiches and soup, and exploit . its

The Cralg Street Starbucks is slat- '

Foreign-born professors
come and stay at CMU

- AMERICA, from page Al

you need to succeed — you have all the
resources,” said Coty Gonzalez, a pro-
fessor specializing in information sys-
tems and dynantic decision makmg
from Leon, Mexico. :

“In Mexico, each professor had a
limit on the copies they could make

- each month. Here, we have all the

resources we need. That might actual-

ly be a disadvantage, though: we re |

not forced to think more creatively,”
she. said. Gonzalez first came to-
America for her PhD at Texas Tech"

University, where she met her future

husband. Her decision to stay in-the
U.S. was not entirely based on the-eco-
nomic opportunities found in-: the'_
country. o
“We decided to stay in the U.S.
because for him, Mexico wasn’t fair,
and for me, Jordan wouldn’t be fair,”

she said. Gonzalez came to CMU for -
 her post-doctorate studies which led to
-an offer to become a professor at the

University three years ago.

“1 am where 1 want to be —  this is a
place where Tve wanted to be for a

really long time,” she said. Gonzalez

said the biggest difference between.

teaching at CMU and Mexico was that
schools in Mexico-are less formal.

“it’s not pamcular of the campus —_—

it's a cultural thing. People in Mexico
are more pefsonal — it has been my
experience that this jsn’t the case in.
the States.., . After my PhD I went back
fto Mexico], and I felt very uncomfort-

able at first. You can talk to the janitor -

the same way you can to the preaudent’

Town meeting hel

PITTSBURGH, from page _Al o

‘But unless the city and county gov-

ernments can provide incentives for
suburban communities to pour their

tax doHars into the roiling communal
pot, we may never achieve a workmg
definition of reglonalism, he'said.
Pittsburgh has come along’ way
towards becoming an ideal place to

" live, said . panelist: Doris Carson.

Williams, president and CEO of the

_ African. American Chamber of
" Commerce of western Pennsylvania.

Wrthout the dfficiency to make good
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 tescher, one has to be able to listeri}

. great c0ntrlbuuon to the University,

" Craig added that better orgamzauon:
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of the university,” she. said. Gonzalez
plans on staying at the University. :
~ Professor of social and decision sci-

ences Sylvia Borzutzky, who left Chile .~

in 1972 to live in the United States

- ith her husband, said the greatest

difference between Chilean and
American campuses was that, in her
time, there was a lot of political discus-
sion on Chilean campuses. “Especially o

' Vietnam in the 1960s — even though

we were in Chile; we felt very involved -
in it. Things at CMU have changed too,
and students are much more engaged

in politics, which is great,” said
" Borzutzky: She won the Elliot Dunlap -
‘Smith .. Award -~ for - Distinguishgd
“Teaching and Educational Service
‘the College of Humanities and Socral '
‘Sciences last year and has taught at
* CMU for 14 years. She also behevesan
" allowing students to ‘discuss thgn'_
" “thoughts in class. T

“1 think in order to be a good' b

one’s students. For ‘that reason;.l
always conduct my. clésses as part lec-
ture and part. discussion. Discussions -
allow me:to know what my students

‘are thlnkmg, the1r concerns, ‘and

allows them to express their 1deas.
Borzutzky was concerned .about: ‘the

" recent changes ‘to immigration pohcy .

that make it more difficult for foreign
students; especlally those from tlixe _
‘Middle East, to come here. :
“It’'s. 4 problem for: the Umvers1ty,
because. these: students bring in hew -
ideas, tiew resources, and. make:a

she sa1d

these, as many cmes around the coti
try have had,” said Williams. - :

P1ttsburghers have 4 lot of catching.
up to do, said panelist' John Craig, :
retired editor at the Post-Gazette, who
recounted many of the other panehsts
remarks.

Plttshurghers are clmgmg tothe per
ceived intimacy and democracy o
local government, he said, becaus
they do not realize that with the stat
quo, that intimacy is already gone

would also help. :
“We have an mefflcxent resource dis=
and we need to




