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Comparison of Japan and America’s Gift-Giving Customs
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Abstract

This paper analyzes similarities and differences between gift-giving customs in both
America and Japan and explores the possible explanations for them. Drawing on sources
including Japanese speaking assistants, guest speakers, and readings done in class, the essay
provides background on the widespread gift-giving customs of Japan and relates them in parallel
to the author’s own experiences in America. After reaching the conclusion that Americans tend
to give gifts less often than those living in Japan, it examines the reasons behind this cultural
difference, taking into consideration long-established traditions, societal structures, and what the
culture of gift-giving really means to those involved.
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