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82-893 Teaching Modern Languages and Cultures I | 9 units
This course is intended to be taken in tandem with Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign
Language Classroom. Students will initially prioritize observation and analysis of the pedagogical
techniques of multiple teachers in several languages at the elementary level. In a second phase,
students will select a cooperating teacher to shadow in their language of specialization, and
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FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
WHEN IS THE APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR FALL ADMISSION?
Ph.D. Program: January 7
Masters Program: February 1

*All transcripts and supporting material are due by the application deadline. All information will be posted to your
file once you submit your online application. Please note that official transcripts and test scores are not
updated as received until you submit your application.

Core
Descriptions
of recommendation
are due by the application deadline.
*All lettersCourse

*All official GRE, IELTS and TOEFL score reports are due by the application deadline.

82-783
Second Language Acquisition: Theories and Research | 9 Units
It is strongly suggested that you plan to take all required tests before November for the Ph.D program and January
for the Masters program.
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language socialization, and the complex dynamic systems perspective), and their claims will be
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82-893 Teaching Modern Languages and Cultures I | 9 units
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DO I NEED TO CONTACT A PROFESSOR BEFORE APPLYING?
No.

IS IT POSSIBLE TO COMPLETE A DEGREE ONLINE?
No.

IS IT POSSIBLE TO VISIT THE CAMPUS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES?
We ask that you wait until you have been admitted to a program before you visit.

If I am admitted to a program, can I defer admission?

After you are admitted, please contact the program coordinator.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
HOW DO I OBTAIN AN I-20 FORM?

Core Course Descriptions

Please refer to the Office of International Education page: https://www.cmu.edu/oie/ This page contains a
wealth of information for international students accepted to Carnegie Mellon University.
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82-793 Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign Language Classroom | 9 Units
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A successful applicant will normally have a total iBT score of at least 105 (minimum subject score is 25).

This course is intended to be taken in tandem with Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign
Language
Classroom.
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I HAVE A DEGREE FROM AN INSTITUTION IN WHICH THE SOLE LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION IS
ENGLISH, DO I NEED TO SUBMIT A TOEFL?
Yes. A TOEFL is required if English is not your first/mother tongue.

I READ ABOUT THE RECOMMENDED TOEFL SCORE, HOWEVER, MINE IS BELOW THE RECOMMENDED
SCORE. IN THIS CASE, IS IT MEANINGLESS FOR ME TO APPLY?
Admission may be possible but difficult. If you feel in any way that your application is below our minimum
requirements, then we would advise you to not apply. The program is highly competitive and you will be
competing for a spot against others who, are at or above the minimum.

I HAVE REQUESTED MY TEST SCORES AND TRANSCRIPTS BE SENT, BUT MY APPLICATION HAS NOT
BEEN UPDATED?
You must first SUBMIT your application before receipt of test scores or transcripts will be updated. They must
be matched and updated manually, which may take several days once you submit your application.

WHAT SCORES SHOULD I ENTER IF I HAVE TAKEN THE GRE TEST MORE THAN ONCE?

Core Course Descriptions

Please enter the scores from your most recent test.

DO
YOU ACCEPT
DUOLINGOAcquisition:
ENGLISH TEST?Theories
82-783
SecondTHE
Language
We do not accept Duo Lingo English proficiency test at this time.

and Research | 9 Units

This course introduces students to the field of Second Language Acquisition (SLA) in order to
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could enter “2nd of 109 students in Computer Science Department”, or “45 of 1450 students in School of
Engineering”.
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82-793 Teaching
Methodologies
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ranking, please give it in the Resume. Remember that this is an optional field, and you should feel free to leave
it blank, if you do not have this information, or if you do not wish to share it.

This course includes a survey of pedagogical theory and practice in foreign and second language
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82-893 Teaching Modern Languages and Cultures I | 9 units

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY TRANSCRIPTS OR TEST SCORES ARRIVE BEFORE MY APPLICATION?

All supporting documents that arrive before you submit your application will be kept on file. Please note that
This
course is intended to be taken in tandem with Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign
transcripts will not be marked as received in your online application until you have actually submitted your
Language
will updated
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application. Classroom.
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NOTE: Official Transcripts and some academic scores must be matched and updated manually, which may take
several days once you submit your application.

WHERE DO I MAIL MY TRANSCRIPTS?

If your College or University issues only hard copies of your transcript, please use the address below.
Department of Modern Languages
Carnegie Mellon University
Posner Hall 341
Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3891 USA
Attention: Vera Lampley Graduate Programs
*Send electronic copies of your transcript to ModernLangGradmail@andrew.cmu.edu
*If your transcript is not in English please provide a translated copy with the original.

RESUME AND STATEMENT
IF I AM APPLYING TO TWO PROGRAMS, CAN I SUBMIT A DIFFERENT STATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR
EACH PROGRAM?

Core Course Descriptions
Yes.
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acquired. The course will survey various theories of second language acquisition (e.g., Universal
Grammar, Connectionism, usage-based approach, Interaction Hypothesis, sociocultural theory,
RECOMMENDERS
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internal and external factors on second language acquisition and development. Some topics
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include: the role of learning environment for language acquisition (e.g., study abroad settings,
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I AM WONDERING WHETHER THE RECOMMENDER FOR LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY SHOULD
82-793 Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign Language Classroom | 9 Units
BE A DIFFERENT PERSON THAN THOSE I HAVE LISTED TO COMPLETE THE ACADEMIC
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the audio-lingual method; Total Physical Response; topical-functional architectures; and
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MORE OF
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observations of experienced teachers in different target-language contexts.
You may send a reminder notification to your recommender via your Application Status Page from your
submitted application. It is your responsibility to make certain that the letters are submitted by the application
deadline.
threeLanguages
letters of recommendation
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82-893 Applications
Teachingwithout
Modern
and Cultures
I | 9 by
units
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This course is intended to be taken in tandem with Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign
IF I AM A NATIVE SPEAKER OF CHINESE, SHOULD THE RECOMMENDER CONSIDER ENGLISH AS MY
Language Classroom. Students will initially prioritize observation and analysis of the pedagogical
SECOND LANGUAGE AND EVALUATE ENGLISH, INSTEAD OF CHINESE?
techniques
of multiple teachers in several languages at the elementary level. In a second phase,
Yes. The form is an assessment of your second language.
students will select a cooperating teacher to shadow in their language of specialization, and
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WHAT IF I WANT TO SUBMIT MORE THAN THREE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION?

Three letters of recommendation are required; however, space is provided for you to submit up to five. At least
two should be from faculty or recent employers. Recommenders should know you relatively well and be able to
evaluate the quality of your previous work.

WHO SHOULD I ASK TO WRITE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FOR ME?

The admissions committee wants to know about your ability to do independent research. You should select
letter writers who can best speak to that point. Professors who interacted with you extensively in smaller
classes are also a good choice. Employers are sometimes appropriate, but letters that are simply character
references will not provide good support for your application.

MY RECOMMENDERS HAVE NOT SUBMITTED THEIR LETTERS. CAN I SUBMIT MY APPLICATION
BEFORE THEY SUBMIT?

Yes. Do not wait for the letters before submitting your application. Recommenders have a longer period of time
to submit their letters.

Core Course Descriptions
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

I HAVE A PAPER THAT HAS NOT BEEN SUBMITTED FOR PUBLICATION OR WAS NOT ACCEPTED
82-783
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Acquisition:
Theories
and Research
| 9ITUnits
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examined in the light of recent research findings. The course will also examine the impact of
internal and external factors on second language acquisition and development. Some topics
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include: the role of learning environment for language acquisition (e.g., study abroad settings,
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time.explanations for different success among second language
learners, variations in second language use, and the effect of classroom instruction in second
language
acquisition.
THE
DEADLINE
HAS PASSED, AND I HAVE JUST RECEIVED NOTICE THAT A PAPER LISTED ON MY
APPLICATION HAS BEEN ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION. HOW CAN I ADD THIS INFORMATION?

You will still have access to update these documents in your application via the Application Status Page. Login
82-793
Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign Language Classroom | 9 Units
and update your publication, even after the deadline. If you have any issues uploading your new document,
please contact ModernLangGradmail@andrew.cmu.edu.

This course includes a survey of pedagogical theory and practice in foreign and second language
instruction, with
APPLICATION
FEEa primary emphasis on American contexts, but with some intercultural
components where applicable (traditional language instruction in classrooms in Germany and
HOW
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observations
experienced
teachers
in to
different
order
drawn onof
a U.S.
bank and made
payable
Carnegietarget-language
Mellon University.contexts.
Please include your email on the
check or money order and mail to:

82-893 Teaching Modern Languages and Cultures I | 9 units

Department of Modern Languages
Carnegie Mellon University
This
course
is intended to be taken in tandem with Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign
Posner
Hall 341
Language
Classroom.
will initially prioritize observation and analysis of the pedagogical
Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3891Students
USA
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in several languages at the elementary level. In a second phase,
DO
NOT
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students will select a cooperating teacher to shadow in their language of specialization, and
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APPLICATION STATUS
HOW AND WHEN WILL I BE NOTIFIED IF I AM ADMITTED?

Our Admission Committee reviews applications during the months of January and February. You will be notified
directly not later than March 15 as to whether or not you have been admitted. We realize that waiting is very
difficult. However, we request that you do not call our offices to inquire about the status of your application.

HOW DO I TRACK CHECK THE STATUS OF MY APPLICATION?

*Please do NOT send email to ask the status of your application.
Use your email address and password to access the Application Status Portal. Receipt of the required
documents (score reports, transcripts, and letters of recommendation) will be indicated in the corresponding
section. Please allow two to three weeks past the deadline for all documents to be recorded. We receive a large
volume of mail, and it does take time to process each application. Our offices are closed during the Christmas
and New Year holidays (Dec. 23 - Jan. 6) which may further delay processing.

Core Course Descriptions
82-783 Second Language Acquisition: Theories and Research | 9 Units
This course introduces students to the field of Second Language Acquisition (SLA) in order to
provide them with an understanding of the way in which second languages are learned and
acquired. The course will survey various theories of second language acquisition (e.g., Universal
Grammar, Connectionism, usage-based approach, Interaction Hypothesis, sociocultural theory,
language socialization, and the complex dynamic systems perspective), and their claims will be
examined in the light of recent research findings. The course will also examine the impact of
internal and external factors on second language acquisition and development. Some topics
include: the role of learning environment for language acquisition (e.g., study abroad settings,
technology-mediated contexts), explanations for different success among second language
learners, variations in second language use, and the effect of classroom instruction in second
language acquisition.

82-793 Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign Language Classroom | 9 Units
This course includes a survey of pedagogical theory and practice in foreign and second language
instruction, with a primary emphasis on American contexts, but with some intercultural
components where applicable (traditional language instruction in classrooms in Germany and
China, for example, and how those conventions might affect learner perception of contemporary
American practice). Methodologies surveyed might include grammar-based instruction;
the audio-lingual method; Total Physical Response; topical-functional architectures; and
communicative, constructivist, and interactionist approaches. The course is taught in tandem
with 82-893 Teaching Modern Languages and Cultures (see below), which allows for multiple
observations of experienced teachers in different target-language contexts.

82-893 Teaching Modern Languages and Cultures I | 9 units
This course is intended to be taken in tandem with Teaching Methodologies for the Foreign
Language Classroom. Students will initially prioritize observation and analysis of the pedagogical
techniques of multiple teachers in several languages at the elementary level. In a second phase,
students will select a cooperating teacher to shadow in their language of specialization, and
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