
Did you create 
this data?

Consult with the Information
Security Office to determine
how to classify this data.

NO

DATA CLASSIFICATION WORKFLOW

Are you the 
Data Steward?

NOYES
Consult the data 
steward for 
classification.

Is this data 
governed by 
any law or
regulation?

YES

Is this data 
governed by 
a Data Use 
Agreement or 
Confidentiality 
Agreement?

NO

YES

NOT
SURE

YES

Are there 
significant 
consequences 
to the university 
if this data is 
exposed, altered, 
or destroyed?

NO

YES

Are there 
moderate 
consequences 
to the university 
if this data is 
exposed, altered, 
or destroyed?

NO

YES

NO

Private

Public

Restricted Data

NOT 
SURE

NOT 
SURE

Refer to the Data 
Classification 
Guidelines to 
determine the 
consequences to 
the University if 
exposed, altered, 
or destroyed.

Does the data 
have additional
restrictions?

YES

Restricted SpecifiedNO

Accessible version at cmu.edu/data/guidelines/workflow.html/
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