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[ had  the honor of
mumsm:ﬁ and taking a
coliplé courses at- Omgmm_o
‘Mellon University's Center
of Esiecutive Education
in  Technology
(CEETP) ovei the past few
-weeks. This opportunity

was provided. by the.

US Department of State
theough: the US Embassy
in Liberia,

Cybersecurity  Partnership

MO wranram  onrepe.

Palicy .

vhder  the
Umm:m_ Conneéctivity -and-

on my yéars of mﬂo,am_ ICT
experience, as well as my
former role as -managing

disector of LIBTELCO,
HOW . .HLHO © (Liberia
Telecommunications.

Corporation) Mobile.” So,
let's get started!t!

A significant  aspect
involved - in bridging the
digital divide is pamering’
an understanding of the
internet” penetration  of
one's coustry. Since we
are  discussing  Liberfa,
let us look at reports. that
diseuss Liberia’s internet
penetration. A revent
report  from Datareporial
(DataReportal) which is ‘a
website “designed to help-
people and  organizations
all over the . world ‘to
find ‘the .%E. insights,
and trends they need to
‘make bettei-informed
decisions”; ‘indicated that
-at the start of 2023, there
were 1,80 million internet
wenre  in Tiherinz  while

“réport .%m:

projected.
that Liberia will need
m_uw_,ou_aam_w $432 million
to increase coverage from
19% of sthe population
today to 90% by 2030.
This* means,. Liberia will
have to invest.roughly $36

million every year to meet.

infrastiucturs nésds, énable
policy

fismeworks, and. ensure

- basic digital skills and local.

o.ouﬁo:a. .
Clearly, Liberia:has made

“some _strides-even | thoughi
‘bridging  the

gradual-in
«digital divide. While 4ll of
the reports mentioned above
are from credible sources,

T strongly believe that-the-

penetration percentage is
higher than what has been
reported, and .&.mn ﬁ......oam
be higher if the necessary
infrastructure were to be.put
in place. In fact, we have
made way too much strides
for the penetration rate fo
he that low. Despite. mv

[l EDUCARE in parinership with South Partnership i$ Eé_sm Agribusinesses’i in Z:.EUP Emﬁ_a_

"and  regulatory

Maryland; Grand Krs and River Gee counties to apply to participate iil the Ingubstor prograin
under the Liberia >m:w=m=ﬁmw Tnctibator & Uﬁiomaoa Activity of the Africa .Han ang

_E_.om::ﬁ: oﬁ.n.. wamsb._ao SAID/Libetia .

d:m activity Em the ogaozcnm. fo facilifate business development services. for >w:gm§m$

Incubatees, oﬂmms_Nn and'conduct Piteh Conipetitions for Small FFA ‘Grant Prize Awards and

H ensurg Collaboration, Learning and Adaptations for. En:.gamm ccmsmmw as well as woa future

programming.

If you wisli to patticipate’in: 4_,5 Eeuuuoﬁ process, a_n_ lafer _8_368 for zﬁ?ﬂﬂn grant, \.a_mmmn
download and complete for submission the application form using the link provided below:
_;:: /fdoes, google.co m/document/d/1 NgV0qq-npdSIQh2sCHIGX ghmNIOSFIhJ/
cdit?asp=shate. Tink&ouid=102243073338897707704& rtpof=true&sd=true

‘Onee the form is filled ci.u. you shoirld submiit the forms to only this email address: -

tipagribusiness@gmail.comi.
Kindly note that the deadline for submission of applications.is 15th June, 2023. After this date,

no application(s) will be accepted:




bridging the global -digital
divide, pasticularly in
developing nations, at a time
when Artificial Intelligence
is being heralded as the

technology of the present:
and the future. Some of

the courses  presented
and discussed  included
mwnngﬁ management,

eybersecurity, digital equity

and inclusion (DEI), and

sateflite connectivity.

‘Our stay at _.:.a.nmmqw..
allowed us to network and

share * information  with
people from all arcund the
world, each havihg unique
experiences to contribute
to ‘our conversations. We
all exited theé prograin
energized and armed with
fresh knowledge to share
with * ICT  (Inforration
and Commumications
Technology) . stakeholdets
in  our a_.m:o:m riations,
Eo_sa_sm policymakers,
regulators, and opetators.
Mariy of us pledged to
shiare our newly acquiréd
. expertise with the academic
‘commusnity, where we want
to ephancé the competence

of peoplg. who would.

-ultimately manage the
affairs of the ICT sector in
the next-years.

But, before 1 share with

the aforementioned parties,
T'd Jike to utilize this piece.

to provide you, my readers,
with. some-insighi into how
we iight bridge tlie digital
divide in Liberia. 1 will draw

that  Liberia’s

population of 5.2 million
(www.datareportal.com);
The. same report indicated
internet
penctration rate stood at
22.0 percent (1.15 ‘million

‘nternet: users) of the total

population at thé start of

2022, and cited a Kepios.

analysis. that indicatéd that
internet users in Liberia
increased by 27 thausand
(+2.4 uaqnm:o. between

-2021 and 2022. According
to this source, these user

figures rteveal that 4.09

million people in Liberia

did not use the internet at

the stast .of 2022, meaning
that 780 percent of the:

populationi remained offline
at the beginning of that
year.

Asiother  report  from
Alliance for Affordable
Internet (A4AI) which
was funded by USAID
(Unitéed States  Agency

for International

Development),  indicates
that Internet penetiation
iir Liberia stood ‘af (9% in
2018, which according fo

‘the A4AT report, does 1ot

endble Liberia meet the UN

Broadband Commnission’s

affordability threshold.
In that report, A4AL and
the ITU (International

Telecommunication Union}
found that it will cost

the world an additional
$428 billion investment to
achieve :::&Em_ nfernet

coverage: by 12030, " The

and know that Liberia has
hepe in bridging its digital.
divide, and this is becauss
of what I am: about fo say in

‘thie foliowing paragraphs.

To Dbegin; we Thave
heard about opportunities
made available by our

partners and theé business:

commuiiity.. President
Biden, for  example,
announced the creation of a
national network in Libetia
fo increase connectivity
and our national economic

.ame.m_oﬁsma maam. Prior
to- that, the waa iistration

of  former = President

Barack Obsma aided in the
development of what is now:
known as the CSquared

constructed, citywide
fiber optic network. That
network has enhanced
Liberian communications

and  supplied  fiber
connectivity o places’
outside of Monrovia

Recently,  while in.

Wastiington D.C., T learned
that  Stailink v_gm 1o
deploy in Liberia in 2024.
Starlink is a mm..a::m.cmm&
intérhet sérvice provided
by SpaceX, ‘which .aims to

..?.oﬁ% high-speed internet

actess to people all over
the ‘world, particularly in
rufal and relote  aress,
In developing countries,
especially  the

fAceéss to reliable atid. fast
intémet connections. -due

“to numerous factors such

service: I8

‘likes. of
Liberia, many people Jack

geographic barriers.
Starlink’s satellite internet
Qﬁaa& 10
provide isternet connectivity
during _ szB“ ‘disasters or:
emergencies, which can
be. particularly helpful in
developing countries that
are prons to such events,
Additionally;
low. -Earth .orbit satellites
can  offer -low-latency
connectivity, Wwhich can:
improve the performance of
real-time applications such
as video confereficing and
telemedicine,

Eoémﬁp it should be
nofed that Starlink's intemnet
service is still in its initial
stages, and the full extent
of its impact on improving
_.Eo:ﬁﬁ connectivity in
developing countries

rernains to beseen: Also, the
service cost may be a barrier

for some users in these
countries. Nonethgless,
Starlink's  potential  to

provide high-speed internét
decess 10 uiderserved dieas
has the. potetitial to drive
gconomic growth; improve
edugation and healtheare
outcomes, and -
access to information and
communication :for people
in developing countries.

1 am confident -that
Starlink will help to bridge
Liberid's.

Starlink's-

increase.

digital ~ divide. .

than fiber aptic cables,
which are: more deperidable
bit inore expensive to
set up. 1 am aware of the
beriefits .and  drawbacks
of satellite conmectivity.
But givei that i has been

about 13 years' since the’
deployment of the Africa

Coast to Europe submarine
optical fiber cable, and
Liberia's internet wammna_o__
has not ..“%m;n& as quickly
as we had intended (due to
cost and lack .of fignding),
Starliink's deployment fmight
g the solutioh to bridging:

the digital divide:

No doubt, both satellite
and fiber optic connectivity

‘have their -own advantages

and  disadvantages, and
the, choice between. the
two will depend on several
varied facfors, but satellite
cotngctivity through
Starlink guarantees @ larger
coverage sooner, -Statlink
has the pofesitial o improve
infernet.  conneéctivity in
Livetia and we must be
teady when they begin to
deploy or activate internet
toverage in Liberia. 'A map

provided by Starlin on their-

website, shows that Starlink

will beavailable in. Liberiain.
_momh_ In fact, 1 can: boast of
being ong of those who have
pre-registered for service in.

2024, after paying my $9.00

Starlink  provides . internets cmuu%b their website,

access
technologies, which wasaa

utilizing. 83::? As  we

prepare  for
Starlink, our ICT sector

regimg; for example, must
be. established to address
technologies and  ather
factors that our curent
regime does not’ touch. A

regulater regime-is a set of’

Taws, rules, and regulations
that control a specific
mn&_m@. area, or aciivity.

H ois o system of rles
" and standards. 5832_ to
ensure. “that organizations

and individuals in a specific
industry or sector ‘meet

‘certain Rﬂ_EBEaEm and

obligations. Specirum
concerns are  critical .in

flie ‘case of Starlink. To
ensure optimum. us¢ of our

spectrum, proper spécirum
management  must  be

‘implemented. If all goes:
“well, we just might be able
‘to. bridge the proverbial
digital divide.

Let me end this aticle

by expressing my sincere .
thanks fo the

folks at
the US Department of
State, -the Unitéd States
Embassy in Liberia and the
Carnegic Mellon University
(CEETP) for according
me the opportunity to
gain new Knowledge to be
able- fo contribuite. fo. the
development of Liberia’s
ICT sector. Let me also

thank the University of
" Liberia for all the support

provided, Until next week,

Carpe diem!}!!




