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Pa. transportation secretary,
senator unveil bill to allow self-
driving cars to be tested without

someone behind the wheel

By Ed Blazina
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Forty years ago,
Pennsylvania became a leader
in self-driving vehicles when
it deployed one to help clean
up the nuclear accident at
Three Mile Island in
Harrisburg.

Now, Carnegie Mellon
University President Farnam
Jahanian said Wednesday, it’s
important to change state law
to allow continued
development of self-driving
cars and trucks in
Pennsylvania.

Mr. Jahanian spoke in
strong support Wednesday of
bi-partisan legislation that
will allow companies to test
self-driving vehicles on
Pennsylvania roads without a
driver available to take over
in an emergency. State
Transportation Secretary
Yassmin Gramian and state
Sen. Wayne Langerholc,
R-Johnstown and chairman
of the Senate Transportation
Committee, unveiled the
proposed legislation at a news
conference at Mill 19 at
Hazelwood Green.

The bill, Senate Bill 965, was
introduced Wednesday with
nine co-sponsors, including
two Democrats.

In addition to research at
Carnegie Mellon — which has
been testing a self-driving
vehicle for more than 10 years
— Argo AI (which tests cars),
Locomation (which is testing
tandem freight trucks with
one driver) and Aurora
Innovation (which is testing
both cars and trucks) are each
investing billions into
research in the Pittsburgh
area. In some instances, those
firms have had to go to other
states to test their products on
active roads, something this
legislation is designed to
change.

If the bill is approved, Mr.
Jahanian said, it could allow
the state to become “a hub for
the transformative technology
of the future.” That could
include not only testing
technology developed here,
but also manufacturing the
components the emerging
industry would need.

A recent study by the
Greater Pittsburgh Chamber
of Commerce and the Regional
Industrial Development Corp.,

which is helping to develop
Hazelwood Green at the
former Jones & Laughlin steel
plant, showed that attracting
1% of that industry to this
region could generate an
investment of $1 trillion and
5,000 jobs.

Mr. Langerholc agreed the
industry could “yield massive
results” for the region.
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Carnegie Mellon University President Farnam Jahanian speaks during
a press conference to announce legislation that will make it easier for
Pennsylvania to allow testing of automated vehicles at Carnegie
Mellon University’s Mill 19 in Hazelwood Green.

“We can send a message...
that the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania will be a leader
in this emerging technology,”
he said. “We dare to dream
today...to not settle for
complacency.”

Ms. Gramian, who toured
four local firms developing
self-driving vehicles last month,
called the bill “a clear
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example of collaboration.” She
stressed that the state’s top
priority remains safety.

State Sen. Jay Costa, whose
district includes Hazelwood
Green, said the bill would
“provide the legal framework”
for the industry to develop
locally.

“We have an opportunity
to build on the success we’ve
had here,” he said.

Allegheny County Executive
Rich Fitzgerald noted that 39
states already have similar
legislation.

“We want (the technology
developers) to build here,” he
said. “If we don’t have this
legislation passed, companies
will be looking at going to
other states.”

James Murphy, vice
president for governmental
affairs for Locomation, said
the company hopes to begin
deploying tandem freight
trucks, with one driver in the
front vehicle while the other

sleeps in the second truck, by
the end of the year. The
company was developed by
former CMU personnel.

“This legislation will help
bring that (deployment) to a
realization in Pennsylvania,”
he said. “We’re committed to
this region. We’re committed
to this area.”

In a statement, Argo Al said
it was “grateful” for the
legislation.

“This essential legislation
will allow Argo to advance our
mission to develop
autonomous vehicle
technology that will have a
positive impact on
communities all over the
world and help keep
Pennsylvania and Pittsburgh
at the forefront of the robotics
industry,” the statement said.

Ed Blazina: eblazina@post-
gazette.com, 412-263-1470 or on
Twitter @EdBlazina.
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An Uber self-driving Ford Fusion sits at a traffic light on Beechwood
Boulevard and waits to turn onto Fifth Avenue.
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