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In this lecture | will first discuss my own field of expertise, mechanical engineering,
and describe how it lies at the crossroads of physics, mathematics, engineering and
even the arts, while also being the backbone of numerous applications crucial to

: j:I"_'-m__society including aerospace, automotive, energy, the environment, nanotechnology,
.-f-'bioengineering, materials, robotics, information technology, etc.

"""" My life on the boundary further included immigrating to the United States, raising
three children while pursuing a career, and being a faculty member/researcher and a
university administrator. | will discuss how | often had the feeling of being a minority
and a sense of not belonging with the upper crust. Lesson after lesson, however, |
learned that this very feature of my life gave me much strength which, in retrospect,
| now consider to be my most valuable asset in serving my family, my department
and my profession. | hope that sharing my experiences will be helpful to today’s
generation of CMU diverse young women and men who may also be struggling with
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similar circumstances and have the feeling that they are “living life on the boundary.’
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