
Sample Policy: Academic Integrity 

Honesty and transparency are important features of good scholarship. On the flip side, plagiarism 
and cheating are serious academic offenses with serious consequences. If you are discovered 
engaging in either behavior in this course, you will earn a failing grade on the assignment in 
question, and further disciplinary action may be taken. 

For a clear description of what counts as plagiarism, cheating, and/or the use of unauthorized 
sources, please see the University’s Policy on Academic Integrity (revised in April 2013): 

http://www.cmu.edu/policies/documents/Academic Integrity.htm. 

I encourage you to work together on homework assignments and to make use of campus 
resources like Academic Development, the Global Communication Center, and the Intercultural 
Communication Center to assist you in your pursuit of academic excellence. However, please 
note that in accord with the university’s policy you must acknowledge any collaboration or 
assistance that you receive on work that is to be graded: so when you turn in a homework 
assignments, please include a sentence at the end that says either: 

(1) “I worked alone on this assignment.”, or 

(2) “I worked with ______<list names>____ on this assignment.” and/or 
(3) “I received assistance from _____<list campus resource(s)>____ on this assignment.” 

Note that providing this information will only serve to help me understand you better: I strongly 
endorse the use of campus resources like Academic Development and the Global 
Communication Center, as well as collaborative learning, when it increases your ability to 
succeed in this class and when it enhances your education and learning. 

If you have questions about my integration of the university’s policy into this course, please do 
not hesitate to ask: my aim is to foster an environment where you can learn and grow, while 
ensuring that the work we all do is honest and fair. 

For more information about Carnegie Mellon’s standards with respect to academic integrity, you 
can also check out the following link: http://www.cmu.edu/academic-integrity/  
 
 
 


