NOTE S FROM THE RAC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2004
Present:

Burkett, Susan; Bosnyak, Anne Marie; Kloss, Rhonda; Levine, Leslie; Marano, Donna; McCarl, Sharon; Zanger, AnnMarie


Unable to attend:

DeRoy, Sara; Eicheldinger, Eileen; Fox, Liz; Marshall, Emily; McShane, Kathi; Moon, Deborah; Murrin-Macey, Denise; Placone, Ronald

Items discussed (these have been numbered for reference purposes; the numbers do not necessarily reflect the order of discussion at the meeting)

1) RAC calendar of events for FY 2005


The calendar of RAC workshops and related professional meetings for FT 2005 was shared with the group.  Program enrollments to date were shared (e.g., 14 are signed up for the scheduled NSF FastLane program).


There was discussion about how more faculty might be encouraged to attend, and that many programs are suitable for postdocs and other “young” researchers as well as for research administration staff.  Suggestions to encourage such attendance included distribution to email to ABMC regarding the programs and their suitability for these audiences.  It was also noted that incorporating faculty as presenters could help facilitate faculty attendance.

Action item: Sharon McCarl will email ABMC with regard to the upcoming Fundamentals of Research programs (that is, to solicit this group’s help in making their college faculty aware of the programs and how they would be beneficial).

2) CRA study group sessions

a) interest in…


It was reported that there is interest in having the sessions available in preparation for the national CRA examination to be given fall 2005.


There was also discussion about how to encourage more people to participate in the study group sessions and then “sit” for the CRA exam either at the CMU or national level.  Comments were contributed to the effect that some people do not perceive the value of the CRA, and that some departments and/or colleges do not afford any sort of recognition for attaining CRA designation.

Action item: Susan Burkett will speak with the Provost to see what sorts of recognition support he might provide (e.g., a letter to CRA recipients; letter of support for CRA to Deans, Dept Heads – and ask them to share this with their faculty).  Other ideas suggested included establishment of a travel scholarship for CRAs to attend regional and/or national meetings.

b) topics for sessions


Last year’s topics included OMB circulars, reps & certs, FAR clauses,  human subjects, tech transfer, facility usage, and research and national security.  


Generally it was felt that all of the topics were of value. However, there was discussion to the effect that formal presentation on each topic – as has been done in the past – doesn’t have to be done this year.  Instead, for example, study group participants might be directed to review materials made available on the RAC and other web sites, and then to come to a Q & A session “staffed” by appropriate personnel.  These session leaders could provide some remarks on the topic but then generally would facilitate discussion and address questions and concerns.

Action items: Donna Marano will invite individuals to identify their interest in attending CRA study sessions at the next BMC and RAC meetings.


Donna also agreed to solicit discussion leaders for the study session topics.

3) follow up on items from previous meetings

a) direction to campus regarding allowability of various new fees to sponsored research

It was noted that the Microsoft license fee may not be charged directly to sponsored research; however it may be included in computing services recharge center costs.


It was noted that the technology fee may be assessed to sponsored research.

Action item: It was suggested that it would be extremely helpful to have statements regarding the allowability of the Microsoft and technology fees posted on a central administration web site like SPA or cost analysis.  Anne Marie Bosnyak and Rhonda Kloss will follow up on this suggestion.

b) how to reflect tuition as part of graduate student support in upcoming research funding proposals


This matter is still “in progress.”

c) research handbook

A small group (consisting of Sandy Brenner-Hill, Leslie Levine, Kathy Majors, Donna Marano and Kathi McShane) has been meeting to discuss the research handbook document.  Donna serves as liaison between this group and Joe Sullivan in OSP.  The plan is that the small group will be working with OSP through this year to refine the document.

4) RAC meetings for 2004-2005

a) coordination of meetings

It is time for Liz Fox to be relieved of the responsibility for coordinating campus RAC meetings. After some discussion it was agreed that this is a responsibility that could alternate year to year.  To date meetings have been generally scheduled for September, November, January, March and May.

Action items: Rhonda Kloss agreed to coordinate the September campus RAC meeting.  Leslie Levine agreed to coordinate the remainder of the 2004-2005 meetings.  They will be in touch with Liz to understand from her the “to do” list for meeting preparation.

b) agenda items for meetings

The following were identified as possible topics for campus RAC meetings 2004-2005.

--graduate student tuition & stipends in sponsored research proposals and projects

--unallowable costs update

--overview of research administration resources – this includes web sites, CRA review sessions, data warehouse

--export controls

-regularly include an update of BMC meeting items. Reciprocate by regularly including an update of RAC meeting items at the BMC meetings

5) miscellaneous items

a) posting of campus and national CRAs to RAC web site

This is a notion which was discussed last spring.  It was again remarked that this would be a helpful resource for campus.  It was thought that the “prep work” for this has been done.

Action item: Leslie Levine will follow up on this.

b) SPA web site


It was observed that it would be helpful to have the phone numbers of SPA representatives appear on the SPA organizational chart available online.

Action item: Rhonda Kloss will follow up on this.

c) list campus business managers


It was observed that it would be helpful to have available a list of business managers throughout campus.  This could be posted on the BMC web site.

Action item: AnnMarie Bosnyak will follow up on this.

d) RAC executive committee membership


A new member is needed to replace Margaret Kinsky of H & SS.  The appointment of a new member is to be made by the ABM for H & SS.

Action item: Leslie Levine will follow up on this.

e) RAC executive committee membership directory


A new listing is needed.  It should include phone numbers and email addresses.

Action item: Leslie Levine will follow up on this.

REMINDERS:

The next RAC advisory board meetings is scheduled for

November 2, 2004 – Denise Murrin-Macey will be the meeting host.

RAC advisory board meetings for after November 2004 need to be scheduled.  A draft list of dates and meeting hosts follows and will be discussed at the meeting on November 2nd.

Dates, times 



Hosts

January 4, 2005, 2-3:30


Anne Marie Zanger

March 1, 2005, 2-3:30


Susan Burkett

May 3, 2005, 2-3:30


Sara DeRoy

July 5, 2005, 2-3:30


Eileen Eicheldinger

September 6, 2005, 2-3:30


Anne Marie Bosnyak

November 1, 2005, 2-3:30


Ron Placone

Notes by Leslie Levine & Donna Marano, 9/22/04
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