










Pennsylvania Governor’s School for 
the Sciences Celebrates 25 Years

Using experimental methods and computer modeling techniques, Christopher Zimmerman unravels the structure of alcohol dehydrogenase’s binding site.

Imagine a place where everyone around you loves math and science, where you 
can explore hot topics in neuroscience and quantum mechanics and where you 
can get a feel for what it’s like to actually carry out a research project.

Such a place does exist, and for the past 25 years, more than 2,000 talented 
Pennsylvania high school students have experienced it at the Pennsylvania Governor’s 
School for the Sciences (PGSS) at Carnegie Mellon.

The PGSS provides opportunities for students to experience educational and 
research-oriented activities not normally available at their high schools. During the 
intensive 5-week program, which is overseen by MCS, students participate in core 

courses covering the latest advances in biology, chemistry, physics, mathematics 
and computer science. Team projects and laboratory courses emphasize hands-

on research using sophisticated technologies and facilities.
According to Barry Luokkala, Director of the PGSS, the program has 

a profound impact on the students, both academically and socially. “For 
the first time in their lives, they find themselves in an environment in 

which everyone is academically talented and excited about math 
and science.”
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Natalie Morris (left) and Nancy Paul search for the con-
ditions that will produce chaotic motion in a driven 
oscillating system.
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Carnegie Mellon University does not discriminate and Carnegie Mellon University is required 
not to discriminate in admission, employment, or administration of its programs or activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex or handicap in violation of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or other federal, state, or local laws or executive orders.

In addition, Carnegie Mellon University does not discriminate in admission, employment or 
administration of its programs on the basis of religion, creed, ancestry, belief, age, veteran 
status, sexual orientation or gender identity. Carnegie Mellon does not discriminate in violation 
of federal, state, or local laws or executive orders. However, in the judgment of the Carnegie 
Mellon Human Relations Commission, the Presidential Executive Order directing the Depart-
ment of Defense to follow a policy of, “Don’t ask, don’t tell, don’t pursue,” excludes openly 
gay, lesbian and bisexual students from receiving ROTC scholarships or serving in the military. 
Nevertheless, all ROTC classes at Carnegie Mellon University are available to all students.

Inquiries concerning application of these statements should be directed to the Provost, 
Carnegie Mellon University, 5000 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213, telephone 
412-268-6684 or the Vice President for Enrollment, Carnegie Mellon University,  
5000 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213, telephone 412-268-2056.

Carnegie Mellon University publishes an annual campus security report describing the univer-
sity’s security, alcohol and drug, and sexual assault policies and containing statistics about 
the number and type of crimes committed on the campus during the preceding three years. 
You can obtain a copy by contacting the Carnegie Mellon Police Department at 412-268-2323. 
The security report is available through the World Wide Web at www.cmu.edu/police.

Obtain general information about Carnegie Mellon University by calling 412-268-2000.
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apparati emit an orange glow. (Adam 
Linstedt)

Contrary to what you might think, this isn’t a rock concert. It’s Assistant 
Department Head John Mackey after a stage dive into the hands 
of his fans — first-year mathematics and science students — during 
orientation. Mackey, who received this year’s Julius Ashkin Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, said his crowd-surfing was “truly one of the  
best moments of my life so far.”

Rock Star Professor

For an electronic version of MCS News and additional information,  
see www.cmu.edu/mcs/magazine.


