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Journeys: 
composing a life

“Journeys” are special University Lectures in which Carnegie Mellon 
faculty members share their reflections on their journeys – the everyday 

actions, decisions, challenges and joys that make a life. 

Elizabeth W. Jones 
Professor and Head, Biological Sciences
Schwertz University Professor of Life Sciences
Howard Hughes Medical Institute Professor

I joined the faculty ranks just before the movement to include 

women in faculties was initiated.  This meant that I was often 

the only woman in the room at various functions.  It also 

meant that when the movement began, units like NIH study 

sections were desperate to find women to appoint, providing 

me with the opportunity for lots of service at the national 

level and a wide scientific acquaintanceship early in my career.  

When I left the faculty at Case Western Reserve University 

and came to Carnegie Mellon, I joined a department that was 

in its infancy.  Thus in both my personal/scientific life and my 

professional life I had few models and had to make it up as I 

went along.  Fortunately, Carnegie Mellon proved to be a fairly 

forgiving environment for learning on the job.				
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