
Saturday June 19, 2021

Juneteenth Starter Kit
W E  I N V I T E  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S  T O  J O I N  T H E  M O V E M E N T



This Juneteenth Starter Kit was 
created by Bottle Rocket to make it easy 

for business leaders like yourself to choose to fight racial 
injustice in your company, our community and our 

country.
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What is Juneteenth and Why is it 
Important?

Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration honoring the 
end of slavery in the United States.

On June 19, 1865, a full two and a half years after 
President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, Union 
General Gordon Granger led thousands of federal troops 
to Galveston, Texas to announce that the Civil War had 
ended, and slaves had been freed. 

Approximately 250,000 Texan slaves had no idea that 
their freedom had been secured by the government.

9 things to know about the history of Juneteenth

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/9-things-know-about-history-juneteenth-n594546
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Why should your business get involved 
in this movement?

Improve your employee engagement and 
retention of diverse talent.

Gain shared meaning and shared intent 
inside your business.

Improve the reputation of your business for 
top talent attraction.

Connect, learn from and share with 
other leaders.

Be a leader and model behavior 
for others to follow.
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The Basics of Honoring Juneteenth

• Do not present it as just another day off. 
Instead ask your employees to not work on 
Juneteenth (6/19) and use that time to get 
involved. If you can not afford to do this, ask 
them to not work that afternoon. And if 
you’re a company that simply can not afford 
any time off, tell them honestly that you 
want to do be able to do this in the future, 
but this year you will at least provide 
everyone the resources for them to use on 
their own.

• Allow individuals the freedom to choose the right 
thing for them to do on that day from one of the 
three following categories:

1. Reflection and rest , focus on yourself and your 
family and recharge your batteries

2. Learning, increase your personal awareness and 
understanding 

3. Take action either by making something to 
share or advocating and supporting

• Allow your employees to add their own ideas and lead 
some element.
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C A T E G O R Y  1 :  

Reflection & Rest 

R E F L E C T I O N

• Take time to look at yourself in the mirror 
and admit any lack of true understanding 
and awareness.

• Once the admission is made, a clearing is 
created where change and progress can 
take hold and beat back the inertia of the 
current state. 

R E S T

• Take time to remove yourself from the 
press, social media, conversations and 
“noise” to take in everything that is 
happening and process it at a personal 
level.
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C A T E G O R Y  2 :  

Learning

• Provide and share employee training resources to maximize momentum in 
getting programs off the ground quickly such as unconscious bias or 
micro-aggression training.

• Provide employees with continuing education and suggested learning resources (books, 
movies, webinars, Zoom calls, TED Talks and more).

• Bring in guest speakers to educate about black history, share experiences and build allies the 
week of Juneteenth (lunch and learns or Zoom calls).

• Host voluntary brain storming on how to leverage your culture to fight racial injustice.

• Be honest, vulnerable, open and tolerant.
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C A T E G O R Y  3 :  

Take Action 

• Take an action to make a thing, anything that can help you or your company fight racial injustice

• When we say “make a thing”, we mean an actual thing like:

- Applying your businesses’ unique skill. For example, a software company may make a bot that helps identify unseen prejudicial language on 
career web sites of employers. A marketing company may choose to provide pro-bono help to a local organization that is fighting racial 
injustice, so that they can more effectively reach the community.

- Creating or improving your company’s documented diversity and inclusion program. Sharing best practices, codes of conduct, recruiting 
techniques and more.

- Inviting your employees to express their creativity by writing a song, poem, or painting a picture.

• The best things are those that can be shared and “open sourced” for everyone to benefit from.

M A K E  S O M E T H I N G  T O  S H A R E
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• Provide employees links to community service projects supporting black communities

• Show support by :

- Hosting a booth at local celebrations or sponsoring your own Juneteenth event

- Show support of black owned businesses in our community by sharing links to these businesses with employees

- Join forces with the National Juneteenth Observance Foundation to petition congress to designate Juneteenth as a 
national holiday.

- Mark Juneteenth (or week of) as the kick off to announce your company diversity & inclusion initiatives and ensure 
employees that race, gender, etc. will never be barriers to their progress within the company.

A D V O C A T E  A N D  S U P P O R T

C A T E G O R Y  3 :  

Take Action 



And now, the resources…



R E S O U R C E S :  

Read
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R E S O U R C E S :  

Read

Books

• We Can’t Breathe: On Black Lives, White Lies and the Art of Survival by Jabari Asim

• The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander

• White Fragility by Robin Diangelo

• A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn

• They Were Her Property: White Women as Slave Owners in the American South
by Stephanie E. Jones-Rogers

• Manchild In the Promised Land by Claude Brown

• Down These Mean Streets by Piri Thomas

• Freedom is A Constant Struggle by Angela Y. Davis

• Where Do We Go From Here by Martin Luther King Jr. 

• From Black Lives Matter to Black Liberation by Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor

• How To Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America by Kiese Laymon

• Letters to The Future: Black Women/Radical Writing by Erica Hunt

• One Person, No Vote by Carol Anderson

• The Audacity of Hope by Barack Obama

• We’re On: A June Jordan Reader by Christoph Keller

• Futures of Black Radicalism by Gaye Theresa Johnson

• Stamped From the Beginning by Ibram X. Kendi

• The Burning House by Anders Walker

• An Anti-Racist Reading List from The New York Times

Articles

• 75 Things White People Can Do for Racial Justice by Corinne Shutack

• Why You Should Speak Up Even When It’s Not Easy by Kevin Daum

• Three Things You Can Do Now to Take Action an Ally in the Workplace by Katie Burke

• What Your Black Employees and Customers Need to Hear by Jade and Noelle Johnson

• Don’t understand the protests? What you’re seeing is people pushed to the edge Op-Ed by 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar

• Working on hard mode: Being Black in Corporate America by Zach Stubblefield

• How to Talk to Your Kids about Racism by CPINDEA from PBS

• Your Black Colleagues May Look Like They’re Okay – Chances Are They’re Not by Danielle 
Cade

• https://hbr.org/2020/06/the-10-commitments-companies-must-make-to-advance-racial-
justice

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250174536
https://www.amazon.com/New-Jim-Crow-Incarceration-Colorblindness-ebook/dp/B086CFB2NT/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14D72L5XOVC2G&dchild=1&keywords=the+new+jim+crow&qid=1591373684&sprefix=the+new+%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-1
https://bookshop.org/books/white-fragility-why-it-s-so-hard-for-white-people-to-talk-about-racism/9780807047415
https://www.amazon.com/Peoples-History-United-States/dp/0062397346/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1ULD55IOQE4BA&dchild=1&keywords=a+peoples+history+of+the+united+states&qid=1591373590&sprefix=a+peoples+%2Caps%2C206&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/They-Were-Her-Property-American/dp/0300251831/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=They+Were+Her+Property+by+Stephanie+Jones+-+Rogers.&qid=1591371489&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Manchild-Promised-Land-Claude-Brown/dp/145163157X
https://www.amazon.com/Down-These-Mean-Streets-Thomas/dp/0679781420/ref=sr_1_1?crid=20PJ001X92NML&dchild=1&keywords=these+mean+streets&qid=1591371630&s=books&sprefix=these+mean+str%2Cstripbooks%2C141&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Freedom-Constant-Struggle-Palestine-Foundations-ebook/dp/B011H51334/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1D0L16FB41AJ9&dchild=1&keywords=freedom+is+a+constant+struggle+angela+davis&qid=1591371759&sprefix=freedom+is+a+con%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Do-We-Here-Community/dp/0807000671/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3L5GDDT650GR0&dchild=1&keywords=where+do+we+go+from+here+martin+luther+king&qid=1591371805&sprefix=where+do+we+%2Caps%2C205&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/BlackLivesMatter-Black-Liberation-Keeanga-Yamahtta-Taylor/dp/1608465624/ref=sr_1_1?crid=OPTMNKBRR3MC&dchild=1&keywords=from+black+lives+matter+to+black+liberation&qid=1591371853&sprefix=from+black+lives%2Caps%2C-1&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Slowly-Kill-Yourself-Others-America/dp/1932841776/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21ZYEDT1J4WRS&dchild=1&keywords=how+to+slowly+kill+yourself+and+others+in+america&qid=1591371925&sprefix=how+to+slowl%2Caps%2C210&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Letters-Future-Black-Radical-Writing/dp/1888553855/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3AK9WEXPOUYLA&dchild=1&keywords=letters+to+the+future+black+women%2Fradical+writing&qid=1591373127&sprefix=letters+to+the+f%2Caps%2C214&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/One-Person-Vote-Suppression-Destroying/dp/1635571391/ref=sr_1_1?crid=PEP75NXC8QBV&dchild=1&keywords=one+person+no+vote&qid=1591373186&sprefix=one+person+no%2Caps%2C209&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Audacity-Hope-Thoughts-Reclaiming-American/dp/0307237699/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Were-Jordan-Reader-Christoph-Keller/dp/193858435X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=were+on+a+june+jordan&qid=1591373226&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Futures-Black-Radicalism-Theresa-Johnson/dp/1784787582/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3H2MT4MEF21A6&dchild=1&keywords=futures+of+black+radicalism&qid=1591373295&sprefix=futures+of+black%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Beginning-Definitive-History-America-ebook/dp/B017QL8WV4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3KLDC8X0FUM7H&dchild=1&keywords=stamped+from+the+beginning&qid=1591373426&sprefix=stamped+from%2Caps%2C204&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Burning-House-Making-Modern-America/dp/0300223986/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+burning+house&qid=1591373651&sr=8-1
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/29/books/review/antiracist-reading-list-ibram-x-kendi.html?smid=em-share
https://medium.com/equality-includes-you/what-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234
https://landit.com/articles/why-you-should-speak-up-even-when-its-not-easy?utm_source=Landit+Newsletter&utm_campaign=f2c35c3b42-N203_Allyship&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0ed68b3720-f2c35c3b42-131908725
https://www.inc.com/katie-burke/3-things-you-can-do-now-to-take-action-as-an-ally-in-workplace.html
https://medium.com/equality-includes-you/what-your-black-employees-customers-need-to-hear-439e69a26c9f
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-05-30/dont-understand-the-protests-what-youre-seeing-is-people-pushed-to-the-edge
https://www.campaignlive.com/article/working-hard-mode-black-corporate-america/1685345
https://www.pbssocal.org/education/at-home-learning/talk-kids-anti-racism-list-resources/
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2020/05/9841376/black-trauma-george-floyd-dear-white-people
https://hbr.org/2020/06/the-10-commitments-companies-must-make-to-advance-racial-justice
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R E S O U R C E S :  

Watch

• Jane Elliott’s Anti-racism Experiment – A Class Divided (PBS Frontline)

• When They See Us – The story of 5 teenaged boys falsely accused of rape in Central Park (available on Netflix)

• I Am Not Your Negro – A documentary of James Baldwin’s story about race in modern America (available to stream on Apple 
iTunes, or Amazon Prime)

• TED Talk: Get Comfortable with Being Uncomfortable by Luvvie Adjayi

• TEDx Talk: Let’s get to the root of racial injustice by Megan Ming Francis

• Free movies about racial injustice curated by The Verge

• Curated list of streaming movies about racism by USA Today

• Curated list of films by NPR

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mcCLm_LwpE
https://www.netflix.com/title/80200549
http://www.iamnotyournegrofilm.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/luvvie_ajayi_get_comfortable_with_being_uncomfortable?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aCn72iXO9s
https://www.theverge.com/21285638/racial-injustice-movies-watch-stream-list-selma-ali-black-lives-matter
https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/tv/2020/06/05/stream-these-20-compelling-movies-tv-shows-racism-america/3135829001/
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2020/06/06/871023438/this-list-of-books-films-and-podcasts-about-racism-is-a-start-not-a-panacea
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R E S O U R C E S :  

Listen

• Race Matters: Webinar Series by Korn Ferry

• Into an American Uprising: White Accountability by Into America

• Legacies of Pain and Resilience: Clinical Implications for Understanding Historical Trauma and Race Webinar

• Addressing Historical Trauma Podcast

• Raising our Black Sons: Perspectives from Mothers Black Boys and Men Podcast

• Police Brutality & Trauma Black Boys and Men Podcast

• Curated list of podcasts by NPR

• Curated list of podcasts by ncpr

https://infokf.kornferry.com/race-matters.html?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20-06-gbl-raceism-matters
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/into-america/id1499906821?i=1000476736827
https://ctacny.org/training/legacies-pain-and-resilience-clinical-implications-understanding-historical-trauma-and-race
https://ctacny.org/training/01-addressing-historical-trauma
https://ctacny.org/training/06-raising-our-black-sons-perspectives-mothers
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/the-community-technical-assistance-center-of-new-york/changing-the-narrative/e/53423276
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2020/06/06/871023438/this-list-of-books-films-and-podcasts-about-racism-is-a-start-not-a-panacea
https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/41604/20200605/six-podcasts-to-help-you-better-understand-racism-policing-and-criminal-justice-problems-in-america


R E S O U R C E S :  

Learn
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• Google's course on Unbiasing

• Project READY training on implicit bias and microagressions

• The People's Institute for Survival and Beyond Undoing Racism Conference

• Facebook's Managing Unconscious Bias Training

• Forbes: How to Create Effective Online Diversity Trainings

• A collection of courses on race, inequality and social justice

https://rework.withgoogle.com/subjects/unbiasing/
http://ready.web.unc.edu/section-1-foundations/module-4-implicit-bias-microaggressions/
http://www.pisab.org/
https://managingbias.fb.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/janicegassam/2020/03/16/how-to-create-effective-online-diversity-trainings/#11e43b0a334d
https://www.coursera.org/collections/race-inequality-social-justice
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R E S O U R C E S :  

Join

• A list of US-based organizations working for the BIPOC/ LGBT+ communities: 

• Black Visions Collective: We are a Black-led, Queer and Trans centering organization whose 
mission is to organize powerful, connected Black communities and dismantle systems of 
violence.

• Incite!: INCITE! is a network of radical feminists of color organizing to end state violence and 
violence in our homes and communities.

• National Black Justice Coalition: NBJC’s mission is to end racism, homophobia, and 
LGBTQ/SGL bias and stigma.

• The BIPOC Project: The BIPOC Project aims to build authentic and lasting solidarity 
among Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC), in order to undo Native 
invisibility, anti-Blackness, dismantle white supremacy and advance racial justice.

• Audre Lorde Project: The Audre Lorde Project is a Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two Spirit, Trans 
and Gender Non Conforming People of Color center for community organizing, focusing on 
the New York City area.

• Marsha P. Johnson Institute: The Marsha P. Johnson Institute (MPJI) protects and defends 
the human rights of BLACK transgender people. We do this by organizing, advocating, 
creating an intentional community to heal, developing transformative leadership, and 
promoting our collective power.

• Center for Black Equity: To promote a multinational LGBTQ+ network dedicated to 
improving health and wellness opportunities, economic empowerment, and equal rights 
while promoting individual and collective work, responsibility, and self-determination.

• The Knights and Orchids Society: The Knights & Orchids Society (TKO) strives to build the 
power of the TLGB community for African Americans throughout rural areas in Alabama and 

across the south, to obtain our dream of justice and equality through group economics, 
education, leadership development, and organizing cultural work.

• COLOURS: The Colours Organization’s mission is to impact, improve, and empower the lives 
of LGBTQ+ communities of color, especially those of the African diaspora, within the greater 
Philadelphia metropolitan area.

• The House of GG: Founded and led by Trans and gender nonconforming people and our 
allies, we create safe and transformative spaces where members of our community can 
heal—physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually—from the trauma arising from 
generations of transphobia, racism, sexism, poverty, ableism and violence, and nurture 
them into tomorrow’s leaders

• Brave Space Alliance: Brave Space Alliance is the first Black-led, trans-led LGBTQ+ Center 
located on the South Side of Chicago, dedicated to creating and providing affirming, 
culturally competent, for-us by-us resources, programming, and services for LGBTQ+ 
individuals on the South and West sides of the city.

• Trans Women of Color Collective: Trans Women of Color Collective (TWOCC) was created to 
cultivate economic opportunities and affirming spaces for trans people of color and our 
families, to foster kinship, build community engage in healing and restorative justice 
through arts, culture, media, advocacy and activism.

• Trans People of Color Coalition: Trans People of Color Coalition (TPOCC) exists to advance 
justice for all Trans People of Color. We amplify our stories, support our leadership, and 
challenge issues of racism, transphobia, and transmisogyny.

https://www.blackvisionsmn.org/about
https://incite-national.org/
http://nbjc.org/
https://www.thebipocproject.org/
https://alp.org/about
https://marshap.org/about-mpji/
https://centerforblackequity.org/
https://www.tkosociety.com/
http://coloursorganization.org/history/
https://houseofgg.org/services-programs/
https://www.bravespacealliance.org/about
https://www.twocc.us/donate/
https://transpocc.org/


R E S O U R C E S :  

Act

• 4 Ways You Can Tackle Racial Discrimination In Your Workplace 

• 13 Effective Ways To Educate Employees On Diversity 

• An inclusion expert and a CEO on how businesses can keep the anti-racist momentum going 

• How to have more productive conversations about race in the workplace 

• How do I talk about race at work?

• 'Get some courage': How to start the hard conversations about race at your company
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/heidilynnekurter/2020/06/09/4-ways-you-can-tackle-racial-discrimination-in-your-workplace/#65308fa60409
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbescoachescouncil/2018/06/28/13-effective-ways-your-organization-can-educate-employees-on-diversity/#6cd5cb5b56ab
https://fortune.com/2020/06/09/george-floyd-protests-anti-racism-police-brutality-erin-thomas-cisco-ceo-chuck-robbins/
https://qz.com/work/1867066/how-to-have-productive-conversations-about-race-at-the-office/
https://technical.ly/2020/06/09/how-do-i-talk-about-race-at-work-twij-show-diversity-cultural-competency/
https://www.bizjournals.com/albany/news/2020/06/10/kathleen-mclean-companies-diversity-inclusion.html


J U N E T E E N T H . C O M

“On Juneteenth we come together young and old to listen, 
learn and refresh the drive to achieve. It is a day where we all 

take one step closer together - to better utilize the energy 
wasted on racism. Juneteenth is a day that we pray for peace 

and liberty for all." Juneteenth.com

https://juneteenth.com/


Thank you


